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"^HE  Difficulties,  which  towards  the  End  of  the  Year  1775 

1  attended  the  Tranfportation  of  ConviCts,  gave  Occafion  to 
try  how  far  it  might  be  practicable  to  inftitute  in  its  Stead 
a  Plan  of  Penal  Labour.  —  The  Benefits  propofed  by  fuch  an  Expe¬ 
riment,  if  it  fhould  ever  be  improved  into  an  eftablifhed  Syftem, 
were, 


1.  An  additional  Security  to  the  Public,  by  the  juft  and  temporary 
Seclufion  of  thofe,  who  have  fhewn  themfelves  to  be  dangerous 
Members  of  Society. 

2.  The  Reformation  of  Criminals,  by  the  EffeCt  of  habitual  In- 
duftry,  and  the  Imprefiion  of  a  Punifhment,  which  induces  the  Suf¬ 
ferer  to  refleCt  on  the  Injuries  he  has  done  to  the  Community,  at  the 
fame  Time  that  it  obliges  him  to  make  fome  Compenfation  for  them 
by  his  Labour. 

3.  The  due  Refrraint  of  others  by  the  Terror  of  Example. 

4.  The  fupplying  a  Mode  of  Punifhment,  capable  of  being  pro¬ 
portioned  to  feveral  Offences,  according  to  their  refpeCtive  Degrees 
of  Enormity*,  the  Want,  of  which  has  long  been  lamented,  as  it  levels 
all  DiftinCtions  of  Guilt,  enervates  the  Arm  of  Juflice,  and  in  its 
Confequences  tends  to  multiply  capital  Offences  among  the  Mafs  of 
Mankind,  who,  feeing  no  Gradation  in  Punifhments,  are  led  to  think 
there  is  none  in  Offences. 

5.  The  Mitigation  of  many  Statutes,  creating  Felonies  without 
Benefit  of  Clergy.  —  On  which  Head  it  may  be  obferved,  that  as  the 
Intercourfe  of  Mankind  over  the  different  Parts  of  the  Globe  has  now 
become  fo  general,  as  to  put  an  End  to  all  the  Terrors  formerly  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Idea  of  Exile,  this  Confideration  has  gradually  led 
to  the  Increafe  of  capital  Punifhments  ;  or  rather  to  the  Accumula¬ 
tion  of  Laws  inflicting  capital  Punifhments :  For,  though  different 
Parliaments  have,  on  the  Spur  of  different  Occafions,  been  induced 
to  multiply  Laws  of  fo  fatal  an  Import,  the  Difpofition  of  the  prefent 
Age  has  happily  been  incapable  of  executing  them.  And,  however 
undefirable  and  mifchievous  an  habitual  Relaxation  of  Law  may  be, 
it  is  better  that  the  Confciences  of  Jurymen,  the  Tendernefs  of 
Judges,  and  the  Royal  Prerogative  of  Mercy,  fhould  be  amply  and 
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even  too  frequently  ftretched  in  Favour  of  Life,  than  that  Penalties 
Ihould  be  rigoroufly  inforced,  the  ftridt  Execution  of  which  would 
exhibit  a  Scene,  rather  of  Maffacre  and  Carnage,  than  of  Juftice  and 
due  Reftraint. — It  was  hoped  therefore,  that  if  a  Syftem  of  Penal 
Labour  could  be  introduced  and  eftabliffied,  it  might  in  Time  fupply 
the  Place  of  many  fanguinary  and  inefficient  Laws,  and  contribute 
effentialiy  to  the  Strength  and  Effedis  of  good  Government.  Some 
fuch  Improvement  is  certainly  much  wanted  ;  for,  though  the  gene¬ 
rous  Nature  of  our  Countrymen  rarely  permits  them  to  perpetrate 
A6h  of  Cruelty,  it  mull  be  confeffed  that  daring  Violations  of  Pro¬ 
perty,  fubject,  and  juftly  fo,  to  the  fevere  Controul  of  Law,  have, 
during  the  prefent  Century,  been  as  numerous,  perhaps,  in  England , 
as  in  any  Nation  of  the  World.  And  indeed  that  Controul  of  Law 
mu  ft  ever  be  inefficient,  which  leaves  an  Uncertainty  of  any  Pu- 
nifhment,  and  the  Probability,  in  the  worft  Event,  of  what  amounts 
to  nothing  more  than  a  temporary  Removal  to  a  large  Continent  of 
Fellow  Subjects,  defcended  from  the  fame  Country,  fpeaking  the 
fame  Language,  and  enjoying  the  adtive  Bleffings  of  progreffive  Im¬ 
provement  and  Population. 


It  appears  from  good  Accounts,  that  the  capital  Executions  in  Lon¬ 
don  and  Middlefex ,  during  the  laft  Twenty-three  Years,  have  amounted 
to  about  Thirty  in  each  Year  ;  and  this  Number,  in  fo  populous 
-  and  luxurious  a  Diftrift,  certainly  is  not  large :  But  the  Executions 
in  Amfterdam ,  upon  a  fimilar  Average,  and  indeed  for  a  much  longer 
Period,  do  not  amount  to  more  than  One  in  each  Year.  The  whole 
Number  of  Inhabitants  in  Amfterdam  is  fuppoied  to  be  near  One 
Third  of  the  whole  Number  in  London. — The  Difference,  therefore, 
between  the  capital  Executions  of  the  Two  Cities  is  nearly  in  the  Pro¬ 
portion  of  Ten  to  One.  The  Balance  is  alfo  greatly,  though  not 
equally,  in  Favour  of  Amfterdam,  ‘  with  regard  to  Prifoners  convidled 
of  Offences  not  capital.  And,  as  thele  Differences  are  not  fufficiently 
accounted  for  by  any  peculiar  Circumilances,  or  by  that  Difpofition 
to  Induftry  which  diftinguifhes  the  Inhabitants  of  Amfterdam ,  much 
may  reafonably  be  attributed  to  the  fuperior  Efficacy  of  their  Penal 
Syftem,  which  operates  chiefly  by  Imprisonment  and  Hara  Labour. 

Notwithftanding  theie,  and  fome  inferior  Confiderations,  which  in¬ 
fluenced  the  Movers  of  this  Bufinefs  in  the  Year  1776,  it  was  thought 
r  heft,  in  the  Uncertainty  attending  all  political  Innovations,  to  carry 
the  Experiment  no  farther,  than  was  Sufficient  to  alleviate  the  Preffure 
of  the  Occafion ;  and  accordingly  the  Bill  brought  in  was  limited  to 
Male  Convifts,  and  the  Labour  prefcribed  was  fuch  as  could  be  ap¬ 
plicable  only  to  that  Clafs  of  Criminals  who  were  likely  to  be  moil 
dangerous  to  Society.  —  This  Plan  was  repeatedly  debated,  and  had 
'  the  concurrent  Support  in  both  Houfes  of  many  moft  refpedtable  Cha- 
Aaclers,  who  have  not  ufually  been  unanimous  in  Meafures  of  a  Pub¬ 
lic 
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lie  Nature:  The  Oppofition  given  to  it  was  candid  and  liberal, 
founded  in  fome  Degree  on  the  luppofed  Difficulties  of  the  Plan,  but 
chiefly  on  an  Apprehenfion  that  the  Principle  of  the  Bill  might  be 
found  incompatible  with  Britijh  Ideas  of  Liberty  :  Thefe  Objections 
were  thought  rather  fanciful  than  real,  and  did  not  create  more  Em- 
barraffment  or  Demurr,  thanfhould.be  wiffied  with  regard  to  every 
Propofal  of  much  National  Importance  *,  as  they  tended  to  animate 
the  Attention  of  Parliament,  and  to  bring  on  Difcuffions  in  which 
many  ufeful  Ideas  were  fuggeiled. 

The  Bill  received  the  Royal  Affient  on  the  23d  of  May,  1776; 
and  about  the  fame  Time  another  of  a  more  extenflve  Kind,  for 
the  Eftablilhment  of  Houfes  of  Hard  Labour  in  different  Parts  of 
the  Kingdom,  was  tendered  to  Parliament,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
and  diftributed  for  future  Oonfideration.  The  former  Bill  being 
enabled  for  Two  Years  only,  is  now  within  Three  Months  of  its  End : 
The  latter  was  not  refumed  in  the  Year  1777,  as  it  was  wiffied  that 
a  full  Trial  of  the  Ad:  of  Parliament  might  be  previoufly  made.  It 
is  now  the  Objed  of  the  following  Draught  to  confolidate  both  thefe 
Bills,  which  were  originally  founded  on  the  principal  Regulations  of 
the  Dutch  Rafp- Houfes  and  Spin-Houfes,  and  have  fince  received  fuch 
Alterations  and  Improvements,  as  have  occurred  or  been  fuggeiled 
fince  the  Plan  was  firth  propofed. 


The  Whole  has  been  a  Work  of  long  and  continued  Labour  and 
Enquiry  •,  and  it  was  thought  expedient  to  be  printed  for  the  Perufal 
of  any  Member  of  either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  who  may  be  difpofed 
to  give  his  Attention,  when  the  Confideration  of  this  Bufinefs  is  re¬ 
fumed,  which  it  mull  neceffarily  be,  in  the  Courfe  of  the  prefect 
Seffion  *,  as  a  Doubt  perhaps  *  may  otherwife  be  conceived,  how  far 
there  will  be  any  legal  Cuflody  exifling  over  a  large  Number  of  def- 
perate  Perfons  now  confined,  ffiould  the  Ad  of  Parliament  be  buffered 
to  expire  ;  and  as  fome  farther  and  more  extenflve  Mode  of  Coercion 
muff  alfo  be  provided  for  the  different  daffies  of  Criminals  to  be 
hereafter  convided. — If  at  that  Time  the  following  Sheets  ffiould 
be  thought  to  furniffi  any  ufeful  Flints,  the  Perfon,  through  whofe 
Hands  they  happened  to  pafs,  can  claim  little  Merit  beyond  that 
of  having  collected  and  conveyed  the  Ideas  of  others,  whofe  Talents 
and  Information  are  far  luperior  to  his  own.  And  to  this  too 
he  has  been  led,  rather  by  a  Senfe  of  Public  Duty,  and  a  Willi  to 
facilitate  a  Bufinefs  of  much  National  Expediency,  than  by  any  Dif- 
pofition  either  to  propofe  or  promote  Novelties  in  the  executive  Juftice 
of  the  Nation.  He  has  found  it  indeed  poffible  to  point  out  many 
Laws,  which  feem  tb  reflect  no  Luftre  cither  on  the  LIumanity  or 
Wifdom  of  our  Legiflation,  and,  in  their  Effed,  are  prejudicial  to 
the  whole  Condud  of  our  Police.  But  he  has  alfo  found  it  eafier  to 
oenfure  than  to  corredt ;  and  fufpeds  that  any  extenflve  Reformation 
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of  the  Statute  Book  would  prove  a  Work  of  much  Nicety  and  Em~ 
barraffment  in  the  Hands  even  of  thofe  who  poifeis  a  competent 
Knowledge  of  the  Subject,  with  the  additional  Advantage  of  Parlia¬ 
mentary  Habits  and  Talents.  And  though  the  Courfe  of  his 
Education,  and  lubfeguent  Station  in  Life,  have  combined  in 
feme  Degree  to  throw  the  preTent  T aflTtowa rdsfiim ,  he  has  waited 
till  it  became  abfolutely  neceffary  that  fomebody  fhould  bring  it  for*-, 
ward,  in  the  Hope  that  others  would  have  accepted  it.  Nor  would 
any  Confideration  have  induced  him  to  proceed  even  thus  far  in  the 
Undertaking,  if  he  could  not  have  had  Recourfe  to  the  Advice  and 
effential  Afiiftance  of  fome  Friends,  whofe  Characters  add  Honour 
to  a  Profeflion  always  honourable  *  and  if  he  had  not  alfo  known  that 
the  Plan  is  in  general  countenanced  by  thofe  Magiltrau-'s,  who  muft, 
in  the  Courfe  of  their  feveral  Circuits,  prefide  over  the  Execution 
of  it ;  and  of  whom  it  is  no  Flattery  to  fay,  that  they  difpenfe  the 
Juftice  of  the  Kingdom  with  Abilities  never  exceeded  in  any  Period 
of  Englijh  Hiitory. 

Previous,  however,  to  any  Parliamentary  Proceedings  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Draught,  or  on  any  different  Plan  which  may  be  offered,  it 
will  be  proper  to  inquire,  with  fome  Attention,  into  the  Effed  of  the 
Ad  of  Parliament  which  is  now  expiring,  and  the  Manner  in  which 
it  has  been  carried  into  Execution.  In  the  mean  Time  it  would  be 
unfair  not  to  lay,,  that  thofe,  who  have  been  immediately  employed 
in  the  Condud  of  that  Ad,  appear,  fo  far  as  it  is  at  prefent  known,  to 
have  exerted  the  utmoft  Humanity  and  Attention  in  the  Difcharge  of 
a  very  unpleafant  Duty.  The  Contrad  for  preparing  the  different 
Velfels,  as  well  as  for  the  Maintenance  and  Employment  of  the  unhappy 
Convids,  was  made  at  the  Public  Charge  •,  and  the  whole  Expence 
was  provided  for  without  ftipulating  any  Dedudion  on  Account  of 
the  contingent  Produce  of  their  Labour:  —  But  every  Part  of  that 
Produce  was  relerved  by  the  Contrad  to  be  applied  to  Public  Pur- 
pofes  *,  and  accordingly  about  35000  Tons  of  Sand  and  Gravel  hav¬ 
ing  been  raifed  from  the  Bed  of  the  River,  the  fereened  Part  has  been 
given  to  the  Repair  of  certain  Roads,  the  Expence  of  which  muft 
otherwife  have  been  eventually  borne  by  the  Public*,  and  the  Re¬ 
mainder  has  been  employed  in  Embankments  and  Public  Works. 
This  Mode  of  conducting  the  Ad  of  Parliament,  though  not  the 
cheapeft,  was  thought  the  belt  in  an  Inftitution  quite  new  and  experi¬ 
mental  ;  for  the  Work  performed  was  by  fuch  Means  beft  afeertained, 
and  the  Produce  has  been  applied  ultimately  to  the  Public  Benefit, 
though  not  deduded  from  the  Public  Charge.  It  removed  alfo  any 
Motive  to  undue  Severity  in  the  Employment  of  the  Prifoners  •,  and 
confequently  obviated  many  Imputations  and  Sufjbicions,  which,  whe¬ 
ther  merited  or  not,  might  otherwife  have  been  conceived.  The  Rea- 
fons  for  purluing  the  fame  Mode  no  longer  exift  with  the  fame  Force  : 

It  muft  not  however  be  expeded  from  this,  or  any  Eftablifhment  of 
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the  like  Kind  to  be  hereafter  made,  that  the  Work  performed  will  re¬ 
pay  the  lull  Expence  of  Maintenance  and  Cuftody  ;  lor  this  Object 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  attained  under  the  belt  regulated  Inftitu- 
tions  in  the  cheapeft  Countries  ;  fo  great  is  the  Difference  between 
involuntary  Labour,  and  that  which  is  undertaken  either  from  an 
adtive  Principle  of  Induftry,  or  from  Confiderations  of  Self  Support 
and  Domeltic  Comfort. 

The  Expediency  of  this  Statute  has  been  fufficiently  proved  by  the 
Number  of  Perfons  who  have  become  the  Objects  of  its  Coercion; 
for  though  the  Judges  have  been  very  confiderate  in  their  Endeavours 
not  to  overload  fo  new  an  Inftitution,  it  has  been  found  neceffary,  in 
the  Courfe  of  about  Twenty  Months,  to  condemn  10  the  Ballafi  Vef- 
fels  for  different  Terms  above  Six  Hundred  Perfons ;  chiefly  the  moll 
dangerous  and  daring  Offenders,  who  mult  otherwife  have  been 
crouded  in  Dungeons,  or  let  loofe  again  into  Society.  A  few  indeed 
fhould  be  excepted  from  that  Defcription,  who  have  been  fent  from 
fome  of  the  Quarter  Seffions,  for  Crimes  far  inferior  to  what  this 
Mode  of  Pynifhment  was  calculated  to  prevent:  But  fuch  Men,  after 
the  Confinement  of  a  few  Months,  have  in  general  received  His  Ma- 
jefty’s  Mercy;  as  well  as  others,  amounting  altogether  to  near  Se¬ 
venty,  who  were  ftated  upon  Enquiry  to  have  fliewn  Itrong  Marks  of 
a  Difpofition  to  become  harmlefs  if  riot  ufeful  Members  of  the  Com¬ 
munity.  The  few  Efcapes  which  have  happened  ;  the  flight  Difficul¬ 
ties  which  have  occurred ;  the  feveral  Reformations  laid  to  have  taken 
place  among  the  Suffereis;  the  general  Acquiefcence,  and  indeed 
Approbation,  with  which  this  Efiabli'ffiment  leems  to  be  conlkieretfi 
even  by  thofe  who,  in  the  Courfe  and  Inequalities  cl  Life,  are  mofi 
expofed  to  its  Operations;  all  contribute  10  fhew,  that  a  Syflem  of 
Penal  LaboUr  in  this  Country  is  fully  practicable.  It  appears  too  to 
be  thought  both  practicable  and  expedient  in  Ireland ,  where  a  firm]  a  r 
Plan  is  now  adopting  with  that  refpedtable  and  liberal  Spirit  of  Emu¬ 
lation  which  has  diftinguilhed  the  drift)  Parliament  in  feveral  recent 
In  fiances. 

Still  however  it  muft  be  admitted,  that  this  particular  Species  of 
Confinement  and  Hard  Labour  is  too  fevere,  except  for  the  moll 
atrocious  Offences.  For,  though  every  Experiment  is  faid  to  have 
been  tried  that  could  contribute  to  the  Healthfulnefs  of  the  Veffiels  * 
though  there  is  every  Advantage  both  of  pure  Water  and  free  Air  \ 
and  though  there  is  not  any  known  or  imagined  Neglefl  in  regard  to 
either  Nourilhment  or  Lodging;  the  Deaths  within  the  Twenty  Months 
have  amounted  to  about  One  Fourth  of  the  whole  Number  confined. 
This  Proportion  is  not  fo  great  as  what  very  frequently  happened 
among  the  Convicts  coleldted  in  Veflels  for  Transportation*  exclulive  of 
the  Deaths  occafioned  by  the  Gaol-Fever  being  fometimes  communi- 
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cated  to  the  Sailors,  and  even  carried  to  Families  in  North  America . 
Yet  it  is  a  great  and  ferious  Mortality  ;  and  it  mult  be  hoped  that 
the  Endeavours  to  leffen  it  will  hereafter  be  more  iuccefsful. 

In  the  laft  Report  delivered  of  the  S^ate  of  thefe  Veil  els,  they  were 
become  very  healthy  •,  having  about  Three  Hundred  and  Sixty  Per- 
fons  aboard,  and  not  more  than  Six  on  the  Sick  Lift.  The  Deaths 
however  muft  at  all  Times  greatly  exceed  the  Proportion  of  what 
happen  among  other  Clafies  of  Mankind  :  And  this  is  to  be  attri¬ 
buted,  partly  to  the  very  difordered  Conftitutions  to  which  theProfti- 
gacy  of  Criminals  generally  expofes  them,  before  their  Career  is  cut 
fhort  by  the  Interpolation  of  Juftiee;  and  partly  to  the  epidemical 
Fevers  to  which  all  Places  of  Confinement  are  fubjedt ;  but  moft  efpe- 
ciaily  Veffels,  inftituted  to  colled  the  Relufe  of  the  feveral  Dungeons 
of  the  Kingdom.  Add  to  this,  that  the  fatal  Tendency  of  the  Fe¬ 
vers  is  much  accelerated  by  the  extreme  Dejedion  of  Spirits  into 
which  thefe  unhappy  People  fall,  when  they  firft  become  ienfible  of 
all  the  complicated  Wretchednefs  arifing  from  ftrid  Conlinement  and 
involuntary  Labour,  and  have  had  Leifure  to  paint  in  Imagination 
the  very  different  Lot,  of  which  their  own  Mifcondud  has  deprived 
them. 


Thefe  Circumftances  have  been  attended  to  in  the  following  Draughty 
which  introduces  feveral  new  Regulations  for  the  Health  and  Confo- 
laticn  of  the  Sufferers,  and  gives  Authority  to  employ  them  in  dif¬ 
ferent  navigable  Rivers,  in  order,  if  it  fhould  be  thought  expedient, 
to  avoid  very  diftant  Removals  :  It  alfo  fhortens  the  Terms  of  Con¬ 
finement  *,  and  propofes  to  limit  this  Mode  of  Punifhment  to  Of¬ 
fenders  convided  before  the  Judges  of  Gaol  Delivery. 

As  to  the  other,  and  indeed  more  general,  Part  of  the  en filing 
Draught,  it  is  little  more  than  an  Attempt  to  reduce  our  Houies  of 
Hard  Labour  to  be  in  Practice,  what  all  Prifons  and  Houfes  of 
Correction,  for  the  Pimilhment  of  wnvitted  Offenders,  are  in  Theory 
fuppofed  to  be,  and  what  in  many  well-regulated  States  they  at  pre- 
fent  are.  Solitary  Confinement,  Sobriety,  well-regulated  Labour,  and 
Inftrudion,  are  univerfally  allowed  to  be  the  Means  beft  calculated 
for  reforming  as  well  as  punching  Individuals,  for  amending  their 
Morals,  inducing  a  Habit  of  Induftry,  and  reftoring  their  Health  and 
Vigour.  As  moft  of  the  unhappy  Criminals  have  been  induced  to 
plunder  their  Fellow  Subjeds  through  an  Averfion  to  even  moderate 
Work,  an  unremitted  Series  of  hard  and  involuntary  Labour  will  be 
an  Objed  of  the  higheft  Terror,  and  prevent  as  well  as  punifh 
Crimes  ^  while  the  Profits  arifing  from  their  Earnings,  however  inade¬ 
quate,  will  afford  fome  Amends  to  the  Community,  whofe  Property 
and  Peace  have  been  invaded. 


The 


(  ix  ) 

The  Superintendance  of  thefe  Houfes  feenied  at  fir  ft  View  to  fall 
mofl:  naturally  under,  the  provincial  Regulations  of  Counties  •,  and 
accordingly  the  Bill  of  17 76  was  accommodated  to  that  Idea.  But 
fubfequent  Confideration  and  Enquiries  have  evinced,  that  upon  fuch 
a  Plan  the  Houfes  would  become  too  numerous*  the  Numbers  in  each 
Houfe  too  unequal,  and  the  Expence  of  conftrudting  and  maintaining 
them  too  burthenfome.  It  is  therefore  now  propofed  to  confolidate 
them  into  a  few  Diftridts,  under  the  Direction  of  Magistrates  dele¬ 
gated  from  the  feveral  Counties,  and  at  a  joint  but  proportionate 
Expence ;  whereby  thofe  Objections,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  in  great 
Meafure  removed. 

The  Table  Subjoined  to  the  Draught  requires  no  farther  Explana¬ 
tion.  The  Particulars  are  colledted  from  Lifts,  now  before  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  of  all  Perfons,  who  between  the  ift  Day  of  November 
1769,  and  the  ift  Day  of  November  1776,  had,  within  any  Jurifdic- 
tion  of  England  and  Wales ,  been  ordered  for  Transportation,  in  con- 
fequence  of  conditional  Pardons  or  otherwise  :  Which  Lifts,  con¬ 
taining  alfo  Some  other  Materials  neceftary  for  the  Conftrudtion  of 
the  Draught,  were  returned  to  the  Houfe  purfuant  to  a  Motion  for 
that  Purpofe  of  the  8th  of  November  1 776.  The  annual  Average 
of  Perfons  Sentenced  to  Transportation  during  the  Seven  Years  above 
Specified  appears  to  have  been  Nine  Hundred  and  Sixty  ^  and  this 
Number  is  lefs  by  near  one  Half  than  would  probably  be  found  in 
Similar  Lifts  for  the  Seven  Years  preceding  :  For  the  Judges  had  al¬ 
ready  Seen  ftrong  Objections  to  Transportation,  and  had  difcouraged 
the  Uie  of  it,  as  far  as  was  compatible  with  the  Public  Convenience 
and  Safety.  The  Numbers  therefore  of  Perfons,  for  whom  Some 
Mode  of  Reftraint  and  Punifhment  in  lieu  of  Transportation  mult 
be  provided,  may  be  ^ftimated  at  One  Thoufand  annually  :  And  if  it 
Should  be  the  Opinion  of  Parliament,  that  Some  general  Eftabliftiment, 
for  the  Safe  Cuftody  and  Employment  of  the  feveral  Clalfes  of  fuch 
Offenders  within  the  Kingdom,  is  not  only  neceftary  for  the  prefent, 
but  expedient  for  the  future,  the  following  Draught  may  lay  Some 
Foundation  for  fo  complicated  a  Tafk.  If  a  Beginning  be  once  made, 
by  adopting  fuch  Plan  as  may  appear  the  leaft  liable  to  Objections, 
(for  none  can  be  intirely  free  from  them)  it  muft  be  left  to  Time, 
Experience,  and  the  Wiiclom  of  fubfequent  Seffions,  to  revife,  im¬ 
prove,  and  mature  it.  Many  ufcful  and  eftential  Amendments  may, 
even  at  prefent,  be  expeCted  from  others  who  will  give  their  im¬ 
mediate  Attention  :  And  much  muft  ultimately  depend  on ,  the 
relive,  judicious,  and  difcreet  Concurrence  of  Magistrates  and  Gen¬ 
tlemen  of  Weight  in  the  different  Parts  of  the  Kingdom  :  For  it  will 
be  irnpofiibie  in  the  firft  Introduction  of  fo  great  an  Eftabliftiment  to 
forefee  and  prefcribe  the  whole  Detail  of  Rules  neceftary  to  be  ob- 
ferved;  and  indeed  it  will  be  better,  in  every  Refpedt,  to  leave  that 

Detail  * 
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Detail,  under  proper  Checks  and  Reflridtions,  to  be  hereafter  planned 
and  fettled  in  the  feveral  Diftridts  to  be  eftablifhed.  Whenever  that 
Part  of  the  Undertaking  comes  under  /  Confederation,  thofe  who  at¬ 
tend  to  it  will  colledl  good  Information  on  many  Points  dfential  to  the 
Health  of  Perfons  confined,  from  Dr.  Prieflley’s  Experiments  and  Ob¬ 
servations  on  different  Kinds  of  Air ;  from  Dr.  Macbride’s  Efjays ;  from 
Sir  John  Pringle’s  Olfervations  on  the  Difeafes  of  the  Army  \  from  Dr. 
Lind’s  Ejfay  on  the  Health  of  Seamen  ;  from  the  concluding  Chapter 
of  Captain  Cook’s  Voyage  towards  the  South  Pole ,  and  from  the  Dif- 
courfe  fubjoined  to  it.  The  Adt  of  the  Fourteenth  of  His  prelent 
Majefly,  ch.  19.  intituled,  An  Adi  for  preferving  the  Health  of  Pri - 
foners  in  Gaol ,  and  preventing  the  Gaol  Diftemper ,  will  deferve  particular 
Attention.  Much  too  may  be  learnt  on  this  and  other  Objedls  of  the 
propofed  Inftitution,  from  the  late  Edidts  of  the  Emprefs  Queen,  inti¬ 
tuled,  “  Reglement  pour  la  Maifon  de  Force  de  Gand  du  20  Mars  1773,” 
and  u  Reglement  pour  la  Maifon  de  Force  de  Gand  du  19  Juillet  1775.” 
Some  uftful  and  humane  Thoughts  on  this  Subjedt  have  alfo  been 
publifhed  lately  by  Dr.  Smith.  But  the  compleateft  Detail  of  every 
Point  to  be  attended  to,  has  been  furnifhed  by  the  fingular  and 
well-diredled  Refearches  of  Mr.  Howard ;  whofe  Book  on  the  State 
of  Englifh  and  Foreign  Prifons  contains  feveral  Plans  proper  to  be  flu- 
died  in  conftrudting  the  propofed  Buildings,  together  with  many  cu¬ 
rious  Particulars  under  the  feveral  Heads  of  bad  Cufloms  in  Prifons, 
Prefervation  of  Health,  Subliflence,  Regularity,  Oeconomy,  and  fafe 
Cuflody. 

20  February ,  1778. 
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Punifh  by  Imorifonment  and  Hard  La- 

J  I 

hour  certain  Offenders  ;  and  to  efta- 
blifti  proper  Places  for  their  Reception. 

!]3  (IE  1R.  C  3  ©  the  Punifhment  of  Tranfporta- 
tion  hath  been  found  infufficient,  both  for  the 
Reformation  of  Offenders,  and  for  an  Exam¬ 
ple  to  others;  and  if,  in  the  Place  thereof,  Per- 
fons,  who  for  certain  Crimes  have  been  ufually 
fo  punifhed,  were  to  be  fentenced  to  Hard  La¬ 
bour  within  this  Kingdom,  in  Ploufes  or  other  Places  con¬ 
veniently  ordered  and  conftrudled,  and  under  proper  Regula¬ 
tions  and  Management,  it  might  not  only  deter  others  from 
the  Commiffion  of  like  Crimes,  but  might  alfo  be  the  Means 
of  reforming  many  Offenders,  and  of  rendering  them  ufeful 
Members  of  the  Community  : 

ana 
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SnD  tofjCtCaS  the  Houfes  of  Correction  in  the  feveral 
Parts  of  England  and  Wales  are  at  prefent  neither  of  fuffi- 
cient  Extent  to  contain  fo  many  Offenders  as  may  hereafter 
be  liable  to  the  Punifhment  inflicted  by  this  ACt,  nor  pro¬ 
vided  with  the  Accommodations  neceffary  for  the  proper 
Employment  of  fuch  Offenders  : 

It  therefore  <Eh&8'CB  by  the  KIN  G’s  moft  Excellent 
Majesty,  by  and  with  the  Advice  and  Confent  of  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  this  pre¬ 
fent  Parliament  affembled,  and  by  the  Authority  of  the  fame. 
That  there  fhall  be  ereCted  in  or  for  the  Ufe  of  every  County 
within  England  and  Wales ,  (in  Manner  herein-after  men¬ 
tioned)  One  or  more  Houfe,  or  Houfes,  with  a  Chapel, 
Burying-Ground,  Yards,  and  Offices,  for  the  Purpofe  of 
confining  therein,  and  employing  in  Hard  Labour,  fuch  Con¬ 
victs  as,  in  Purfuance  of  the  Powers  herein-after  contained, 
fhall  be  ordered  to  Xmprifonment  and  Hard  Labour ;  which 
Houfe,  or  Houfes,  fhall  be  called,  Ehe  Houfe ,  or  Houfes ,  of 
Hard  Labour ;  and  fhall  be  wholly  diftinCt  and  feparate  from 
the  Common  Gaol  or  Gaols,  and  from  all  Workhoufes  or 
Houfes  of  Correction  for  the  Reception  and  Punifhment  of 
Vagabonds  and  idle  and  diforderly  Perfons ;  and  from  all 
Houfes  of  Induftry,  Hofpitals,  Workhoufes,  and  Almfhoufes, 
for  the  Maintenance  and  Employment .  of  the  impotent  and 
induftrious  Poor. 

3nB  bC  it  further  dEn&Setb  That  in  order  to  defray  the 
Expence  of  ereCting  fuch  Houfes  of  Hard  Labour,  the  Sum 
of  fhall  be  paid  and  applied  out  of 


and  the  faid  Sum  of  fhall  be  divided, 

according  to  the  Directions  herein-after  expreffed,  amongft  the 
feveral  Counties,  in  Proportion  to  the  Average  Number  of  Offen¬ 
ders  who  have  been  annually  fentenced  to,  or  pardoned  on  Con¬ 
dition  of,  T ranfportation,  within  each  County,  for  the  laft  Seven 
Years  previous  to  the  Firft  Day  of  November ,  One  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  feventy-fix  j  which  Average  and  Propor¬ 
tions 
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tions  have  been  fettled  and  afcertained  in  Manner  following, 
that  is  to  fay. 

For  the  County  of  Bedford  (it’s  annual  Average  being 
Seven)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Berks  (it’s  annual  Average  being  Thir¬ 
teen)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Bucks  (it’s  annual  Average  being  Nine) 
the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Cambridge  (it’s  annual  Average  being. 
Four)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  Ifle  of  Ely  (it’s  annual  Average  being  Two)  the 
Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Cornwall  (it’s  annual  Average  being 
Twelve)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Cumberland  (it’s  annual  Average  being 
Five)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Derby  (it’s  annual  Average  being 
Eight)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Devon  (it’s  annual  Average  being 
Twenty-two)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  the  City  of  Exeter  (it’s  annual  Average 
being  One)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Dorfet  (it’s  annual  Average  being  Ten) 
the  Sum  of  Pounds. ' 

For  the  County  of  the  Town  of  Poole  (it’s  annual  Average 
being  One)  the  Sum  of  .  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Durham  (it’s  annual  Average  being  Six) 
the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  EJfex  (it’s  annual  Average  being  Eighteen) 
the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Gloccjler  (it’s  annual  Average  being 
Twenty-two)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  the  City  of  Glocejier  (it’s  annual  Ave¬ 
rage  being  Three)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Hereford  (it’s  annual  Average  being 
Eight)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Hertford  (it’s  annual  Average  being 
Twelve)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Huntingdon  (it’s  annual  Average  being 
Three)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 


For 
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For  the  County  of  Kent  (it’s  annual  Average  being  Twenty- 
fix)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  the  City  of  Canterbury  (it’s  annual 
Average  being  One)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Lancafler  (it’s  annual  Average  being 
Twenty-fix)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Leicejier  (it’s  annual  Average  being 
Four)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  the  Borough  of  Leicejier  (it’s  annual 
Average  being  Two)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Lincoln  (it’s  annual  Average  being  Ten) 
the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  the  City  of  Lincoln  (it’s  annual  Average 
being  One)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Middlefex  (it’s  annual  Average  being 
Two  Hundred  and  Ninety-fix)  the  Sum  of 

Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  the  City  of  London  (it’s  annual  Average 
being  One  Hundred  and  Seven)  the  Sum  of 
Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Monmouth  (it’s  annual  Average  being 
Eight)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Norfolk  (it’s  annual  Average  being 

Fifteen)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  the  City  of '  Norwich  (it’s  annual  Ave¬ 
rage  being  Two)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Northampton  (it’s  annual  Average  being 
Seven)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Northumberland ,  with  the  Town  of 
Berwick  upon  Tweed  (their  annual  Average  being  Five)  the 
Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Nottingham  (it’s  annual  Average  being 
Six)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  the  Town  of  Nottingham  (it’s  annual 
Average  being  Three)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Oxford  (it’s  annual  Average  being 
Ten)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Rutland  (it’s  annual  Average  being 
Two)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Salop  (it’s  annual  Average  being  Six¬ 
teen)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Somerfet  (it’s  annual  Average  being 
Twenty-five)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 


For 
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For  the  County  of  the  City  of  Briftol  (it’s  annual  Average 
being  Seventeen)  the  Sum  of  Pounds.  ' 

For  the  County  of  S outhampto?i  (it’s  annual  Average  being 
Nineteen)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  the  Town  of  Southampton  (ic’s  annual 
Average  being  One)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Stafford  (it’s  annual  Average  beino* 
Fifteen)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  the  City  of  Lichfield  (it’s  annual  Ave¬ 
rage  being  One)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Suffolk  (it’s  annual  Average  being  Four¬ 
teen)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Surrey  (it’s  annual  Average  being  Forty- 
two)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Suffex  (it’s  annual  Average  being  Six) 
the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Warwick  (it’s  annual  Average  being 
Eighteen)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  the  City  of  Coventry  (it’s  annual  Ave¬ 
rage  being  Five)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County,  of  Wefimorland  (it’s  annual  Average  being 
One)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Wilts  (it’s  annual  Average  being  Four¬ 
teen)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Worcefier  (it’s  annual  Average  being 
Ten)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  the  City  of  Worcefier  (it’s  annual  Ave¬ 
rage  being  Three)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  Tork  (it’s  annual  Average  being  Thirty) 
the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  the  City  of  Tork  (it’s  annual  Average 
being  Three)  the  Sum  of  Pounds. 

For  the  County  of  the  Town  of  Kingfion  upon  Hull  (it’s 
annual  Average  being  Two)  the  Sum  of 
Pounds. 

\  _  1  • 

For  the  County  of  Chefier ,  County  of  the  City  of  Chefier , 
Counties  of  AngleJ'ey ,  Brecknock ,  Cardigan ,  Carmarthen ,  Car¬ 
narvon,  Denbigh,  Flint,  Glamorgan,  Merioneth,  Montgomery, 
Pembroke,  and  Radnor ,  the  County  Borough  of  Carmarthen; 
and  the  County  of  the  Town  of  Haverfiord  Wefi  (their  united 
annual  Average  being  Sixteen)  the  Sum  of 
Pounds. 


B 


[  6  ] 

SlHtJ  It  fUttflBt  That  the  Share  or  Proportion 

herein-before  allotted  to  each  County,  fhall  be  paid,  by 

without  i 

Pee  or  Dedudtion,  to  the  feveral  Committees  of  Juftices  of 
the  Peace  herein-after  mentioned,  or  to  fuch  Perfon  as  they 
or  any  Three  or  more  of  them  fhall  refpedtively  diredt,  on 
Production  and  Delivery  of  an  Order  for  that  Purpofe  to  be 
figned  by  the  Chairman  and  Clerk  of  every  fuch  Committee, 
and  alfo  on  giving  a  proper  Receipt  for  the  Money  ;  which 
Order  and  Receipt  fhall  be  the  Warrant  for  and  Proof  of 
fuch  Payment ;  and  the  Whole  of  the  Sum  fo  allotted  fhall 
be  forthwith  applied  in  purchafing  Land,  and  thereon  eredting 
One  or  more  Houfe  or  Houfes  of  Hard  Labour,  in  Manner 
herein-after  diredted,  and  for  no  other  Purpofe  whatfoever : 
And  in  Cafe  the  Expence  of  purchafing  fuch  Land,  and  of 
eredting  any  fuch  Houfe  or  Houfes  of  Hard  Labour,  within 
or  for  the  Ufe  of  any  fuch  County,  fhall  exceed  the  Sum  al¬ 
lowed  by  Authority  of  this  Adt  for  that  Purpofe,  fuch  Ex*^ 
cefs  fhall  be  paid  out  of  the  General  Fund  of  fuch  County, 
and  all  Places  within  the  fame,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  the 
other  Expences  of  this  Adt,  relating  to  fuch  Houfe  or  Houfes 
of  Hard  Labour,  are  herein-after  diredted  to  be  paid.  5 

9nD  in  very  few  of  the  Counties  aforefaid  there 

will  probably  be  a  fufficient  Number  of  Offenders  to  render 
the  eredting  of  feparate  Houfes  neceffary  ;  and  the  enabling 
Two  or  more  Counties  to  unite  together  in  having  One 
Houfe  of  Hard  Labour  for  their  joint  and  common  Ule, 
may  tend  greatly  to  leffen  the  Expence  of  executing  this 
Adt,  and  to  promote  its  beneficial  Purpofes  ;  IBC  It  therefore 
further  Cnafteo,  That  the  feveral  Counties  of  that  Part  of 
Great  Britain  called  England ,  which  are  contained  within  the 

Home  Circuit,  fhall  be  formed  into  Three  Diftridts  ;  of  which 

\  * 

the  Counties  of  EJfex  and  of  Hertford  fhall  be  One ;  the 
Counties  of  Kent ,  of  the  City  of  Canterbury ,  and  of  Suffix, 
fhall  be  another ;  and  the  County  of  Surrey  the  Third  : 
And  that  the  feveral  Counties  contained  within  the  Midland 
Circuit  fhall  be  formed  into  Two  Diftridts  ;  whereof  the 
Counties  of  Derby ,  of  Lincoln ,  of  the  City  of  Lincoln , 
of  Nottingham ,  of  the  Town  of  Nottingham,  and  of  Rut¬ 
land,  fhall  be  One;  and  the  Counties  of  Leicejler ,  of  the 
Borough  of  Leicejler,  of  Northampton,  of  Warwick,  and  of 
**  >  the 
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the  City  of  Coventry,  fhall  be  the  other :  And  that  the  fe- 

verai  Counties  contained  within  the  Norfolk  Circuit  fhall  be 
formed  into  Two  Diftridts ;  whereof  the  Counties  of  Bedford, 
of  Buckingham ■,  of  Cambridge,  with  the  Iile  of  Ely,  and  of 
Huntingdon,  fhall  be  One  •  and  the  Counties  of  Norfolk,  of 
the  City  of  Norwich,  and  of  Suffolk,  fhall  be  the  other  : 
And  that  the  feveral  Counties  contained  within  the  Northern 
Circuit  fhall  be  formed  into  Three  Diftridts  ;  whereof  the 
Counties  of  Cumberland,  of  Durham,  of  Northumberland, 
with  the  Town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  of  the  Town  of 
Newcaftle  upon  Tyne ,  and  of  JVefmorland,  fhall  be  One  \ 
the  County  of  Lancafer  fhall  be  another;  and  the  Counties  of 
York,  of  the  City  of  York,  and  of  the  Town  of  King fi on 
upon  Hull,  fhall  be  the  Third :  And  that  the  feveral  Counties 
contained  within  the  Oxford  Circuit  fhall  be  formed  in tc> 
Three  Diftridts ;  whereof  the  Counties  of  Berks  and  of  Ox¬ 
ford  fhall  be  One ;  the  Counties  of  Glocefer ,  of  the  City  of 
Glocefer,  of  Hereford,  and  of  Monmouth,  fhall  be  another  ; 
and  the  Counties  of  Salop ,  of  Stafford,  of  the  City  of  Lich¬ 
field,  of  Worcefier ,  and  of  the  City  of  Worcefier ,  fhall  be 
the  Third  :  And  that  the  feveral  Counties  contained  within 
the  Wefiern  Circuit  fhall  be  formed  into  Three  Diftridts ; 
whereof  the  Counties  of  Cornwall,  of  Devon,  and  of  the 
City  of  Exeter,  fhall  be  One  ;  the  Counties  of  Dorfet,  of 
the  Town  of  Poole,  of  Southampton ,  of  the  Town  of  South¬ 
ampton,  and  of  Wilts ,  fhall  be  another  ;  and  the  Counties 
of  Somerfet,  and  of  the  City  of  Brifiol,  fhall  be  the  Third  : 
And  that  the  City  of  London  and  County  thereof  fhall  form 
One  feparate  Diftridt ;  and  the  County  of  Middlefex  One  other 
feparate  Diftridt :  And  alio  that  the  Counties  of  Chefler ,  of 
the  City  of  Chefler i  and  the  feveral  Counties  contained  within 
the  Principality  of  Wales,  fhall  be  formed  into  One  other 
united  Diftridt. 

SnB  be  it  further  dEna&eth  That  the  Juftices  of  the 
Peace  for  the  feveral  Ridings  and  Divifions  of  the  Counties 
of  York  and  Lincoln,  and  for  every  other  County  in  England 
and  Wales,  and  for  the  Royal  Franchife  of  Ely,  at  their  next 
Quarter  or  other  General  Seffion  of  the  Peace  to  be  holden 
after  the  Faffing  of  this  Adt,  fhall  appoint  One  or  more  Jus¬ 
tice  or  Juftices  of  the  Peace  for  every  Inch  County*  Riding* 
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and  Divifion,  and  for  the  faid  Royal  Franchife,  in  the  Num¬ 
ber  and  Proportions  following,  that  is  to  fay.  For  the  City 
of  London  and  County  thereof.  Five ;  for  each  of  the  Coun¬ 
ties  of  Lane  after,  Middlefex ,  and  Surrey ,  Five  ;  for  the  Coun¬ 
ty  of  Somerfet ,  Four;  for  each  of  the  Counties  of  Berks , 
Chefter ,  Cornwall ,  Devon ,  Effex,  Hertford,  Kent,  -Norfolk > 
Oxford,  Suffolk,  and  Sufjex,  Three ;  for  each  of  the  Coun¬ 
ties  of  Bedford ,  Buckingham,  Cambridge,  Cumberland,  Derby , 
Dorfet,  Durham,  Glocefter ,  Hereford,  Huntingdon,  Leicefter, 
Monmouth ,  Northampton ,  Northumberland,  Nottingham,  Salop, 
Southampton ,  Stafford,  Warwick,  Wilts,  and  Wore  eft  er ,  T  wo ; 
for  each  of  the  Three  Ridings  of  the  County  of  York ,  Two; 
for  the  County  of  the  City  of  Briftol,  Two  ;  for  each  of  the 
Counties  of  Rutland  and  Weft mor land.  One ;  for  the  Ifle 
of  Ely,  One  ;  for  each  of  the  Parts  of  Holland,  Kefteven,  and 
Lindfey,  in  the  County  of  Lincoln,  One ;  for  each  of  the 
Counties  of  Anglefey,  Brecknock ,  Cardigan,  Carmarthen ,  Car¬ 
narvon,  Denbigh,  Flint,  Glamorgan,  Merioneth,  Montgomery, 
Pembroke,  and  Radnor,  One  ;  and  for  each  of  the  Counties 
of  the  Cities,  Towns,  and  Boroughs  of  Canterbury ,  Coventry, 
Exeter,  Glocefter ,  Kingfton  upon  Hull,  Leicefter,  Lichfield,  Lin¬ 
coln,  Newcajile  upon  Tyne,  Norwich,  Nottingham,  Poole,  South¬ 
ampton ,  Worcefter,  and  York,  One.  And  the  faid  Juftices,  fo 
refpedtively  appointed  in  each  County,  fhall  unite  and  affociate 
themfelves  with,  the  Juftices  to  be  appointed  in  the  other 
Counties  within  the  fame  Diftridf,  where  any  fuch  Appoint¬ 
ment  is  directed  by  this  Adt,  and  fhall  be  {landing  Com¬ 
mittees  for  the  Execution  of  this  Adt,  within  the  feveral 
Diftridts  in  which  the  feveral  Courts  of  Quarter  or  other 
General  Seffions  fo  appointing  them  fhall  be  refpedtively 
holden;  and  the  faid  feveral  Committees  of  Juftices,  or  any 
Three  or  more  of  them,  are  hereby  authorized  and  required 
to  appoint  ftated  Meetings,  (giving  Ten  Days  Notice  of  the 
fame)  and  from  Time  to  Time  to  adjourn  the  fame;  and  at 
fuch  ftated  or  adjourned  Meetings,  and.  not  otherwife,  nor 
in  any  lefs  Number,  to  carry  this  Adt  into  Execution  within 
their  refpedtive  Diftridts. 

ProtnBetJ  altoags,  a  ns  be  it  further  (Enafiteib  That  if 

the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  of  any  of  the  Counties  aforefaid 
fhall,  at  their  faid  Quarter  or  other  General  Seffion,  negledt 

to 
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to  make  any  fuch  Appointment  as  aforefaid  ;  or  if  the  Perfofrg 
fo  appointed,  or  any  of  them,  fhall  refufe  to  take  upon  them 
the  laid  Duty,  and  to  be  employed  in  the  Execution  of  this 
A£t;  then  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  Cujios 
Rotulorum  for  the  Time  being  of  the  faid  County,  Riding, 
Divifion,  or  Franchife,  wherein  fuch  Deficiency  fhall  hap¬ 
pen,  and  he  is  hereby  required,  within  Three  Calendar 
Months  after  the  faid  Quarter  or  other  General  Seflion,  to 
appoint  under  his  Hand  and  Seal  One  or  more  Juftice  or 
juftices  of  the  Peace  of  the  fame  County,  Riding,  Divifion, 
or  Franchife,  as  the  Exigency  of  the  Cafe  may  require ;  which 
Juftice  or  Juftices  fo  appointed  by  him  fhall  be  Members  of, 
and  are  hereby  impowered  to  a<St  in*  fuch  Standing  Com¬ 
mittees  as  aforefaid,  in  like  Manner  as  if  he  or  they  had 
been  appointed  at  the  refpedtive  Courts  of  Quarter  or  other 
General  Seflion  of  the  Peace. 

protutsen  alfo*  ana  he  xt  futtfjer  aEnaftea,  That  the 

faid  Juftices  of  the  Peace  at  their  refpedtive  Quarter  or  other 
General  Seftions  of  the  Peace  to  be  holden  next  after  the 
Seventh  Day  of  July,  Yearly  and  in  every  Year,  for  all  and  every 
fuch  Counties,  Ridings,  Divifions,  and  Franchife,  as  afore¬ 
faid,  fhall  and  may  remove,  alter,  or  exchange*  all  or  any  of 
fuch  Committee  or  Committees,  or  otherwife  fhall  re-ap¬ 
point  and  confirm  them  for  the  Year  then  next  enfuing. 
And  if  any  fuch  Committee-Man  fhall  happen  to  die  during 
the  Courfe  of  any  Year,  the  faid  Juftices,  at  their  then 
next  Quarter  or  other  General  Seflion  of  the  Peace,  fhall 
and  may  appoint  another  in  his  Stead,  to  ferve  for  the  Re¬ 
mainder  of  the  then  current  Year* 

3ntJ  t)C  it  filttf)  Ct  dEnaftCS,  That  the  faid  fevefal  Com¬ 
mittees  fhall  and  may  appoint  a  Clerk  and  alfo  (until  the  faid 
Buildings  be  compleated)  a  Treafurer,  with  fuch  Salary  or 
Salaries  as  they  fhall  judge  to  be  reafonable,  and  (hall  and 
may  from  Time  to  Time  remove,  and  appoint  another  or 
others  to  fucceed,  him  or  them  at  their  own  Difcretion. 
And  every  fuch  Treafurer  fhall  enter  into  a  Bond  or  Obli¬ 
gation,  with  Two  refponfible  Sureties,  for  the  due  Exe¬ 
cution  of  his  Office,  in  fuch  Penal  Sum  as  the  faid  fe- 
verai  Committees  fhall  think  meet.  Regard  being  had  to  the 
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Amount  of  fuch  Sums  of  Money  as  may  probably  be  paid 
into  the  Hands  of  fuch  Treafurer  as  aforefaid. 

SnO  be  it  further  (JEnafteth  That  the  faid  feveral  Com¬ 
mittees,  or  their  Treafurers  refpedtively  by  their  Order,  (hall,  ' 
in  fuch  Manner  as  is  before  appointed  by  this  Adt,  receive  the 
feveral  Sums  or  Proportions  herein-before  allotted  to  each 
County  within  their  refpedtive  Diftridts ;  arid  ihall  apply  the 
fame  to  the  Ufes  herein-before  directed,  and  to  no  other 
Ufe  whatfoever. 

2nb  bt  it  further  dBnaftetb  That  the  faid  feveral  Commit¬ 
tees  of  each  of  the  Diftridts  aforefaid  (hall  refpedtively  hold 
their  firft  (fated  Meetings  on  the  Thnrfday  Se’nnight  next 
after  their  feveral  Appointments  in  the  refpedtive  Seilions 
Houfes  or  Places  ufed  for  that  Purpofe  in  the  City  of  London , 
the  County  of  Middlefex ,  the  Cities  of  Chejier ,  Durham , 
Exeter ,  Glocejler ,  Lincoln,  Norwich,  Oxford,  Salijbury,  Wells , 
Worcefler ,  and  York,  and  the  Towns  of  Bedford,  Chelmsford, 
Kingfon  upon  "Thames ,  Lancafler ,  Maidftone,  and  Warwick , 
for  each  of  the  Diftridts  in  which  the  faid  Cities  and  Towns 
are  refpedtivdy  iituated ;  and  may  then  and  there  (after  chu^ 
iing  their  refpedtive  Chairmen,  Clerks,  and  Treafurers)  ad¬ 
journ  to  any  other  Time  and  Place  within  the  fame  Diftridt. 
And,  at  fuch  their  Firit  or  other  fubfequent  Meeting,  each 
refpedtive  Committee  (hall  with  all  convenient  Speed  take  into 
Confideration  the  Choice  of  One  or  more  proper  Piece  or 
Pieces  of  Ground,  within  the  Diftridt  to  which  the  faid 
Committees  (hall  refpedtively  belong,  for  the  Eredtion  of  fuch 
Houfe  or  Houfes  of  Hard  Labour ;  and  (hall  accordingly 
make  an  Order,  fixing  upon  fuch  Piece  or  Pieces  of  Ground; 
and,  in  making  fuch  Order,  (hall  have  Regard  to  a  healthy 
Situation,  to  the  Accommodation  of  Water,  and  to  Nearnefs 
to  fome  Trading  Town;  and,  for  the  Sake  of  Security,  (hall 
give  a  Preference  to  a  Place  furrounded  with  Water,  if  fuch 
can  be  conveniently  found,  and  the  Situation  (hall,  in  the 
J  Opinion  of  fuch  Committee,  be  in  other  Refpedts  healthy 
and  proper;  but  (hall  avoid  chufing  a  Place  within  any  Town, 
if  anv  other  convenient  Place  can  be  found  ;  and  fuch  Order 
of  the  Committee  being  made,  their  Clerk  (hall  certify  it 

to 


to  the  Justices  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Gaol  Delivery,  a  £ 
their  next  S'effion  which  fhall  be  held  within  fuch  Diftrid, 
in  any  of  the  Eng  lip  Circuits ;  or  to  the  Juftices  of  the 
Court  of  King’s  Bench  for  the  Diftrids  of  London  and  Mid¬ 
dlefex  ;  or  to  the  Juftices  of  Chefter  at  their  next  Great  Sef- 
iions,  for  the  Diftrid  of  Chepite  and  Wales ;  to  be  by  them 
refpedively  approved:  And  the  faid  Juftices  refpedively  fhall 
fignify  their  Approbation  or  Difapprobation  of  the  faid  Piece 
or  Pieces  of  Ground  by  Writing  under  their  Hands  ;  and  if 
they  lhall  difapprove  of  fuch  Piece  or  Pieces  of  Ground,  or, 
though  they  fhould  approve  of  the  fame*  if  the  Piece  or  Pieces 
of  Ground  approved  of  fhall  not  be  fuch  as  can  be  purchafed 
under  the  Powers  herein-after  contained,  another  Order,  fixing 
upon  One  or  more  different  Piece  or  Pieces  of  Ground,  fhall 
be  made  by  the  faid  refpedive  Committees,  at  their  next  or 
fome  fubfequent  Meeting;  and  fuch  Second  Older  fhall  be 
certified  for  Approbation  in  the  fame  Manner  as  the  Firft ; 
and  if  fuch  Second  Order  fhall  alfo  be  difapproved  of  by  the 
Pud  Jufdces  refpedively,  or  the  Piece  or  Pieces  of  Ground 
fo  approved  of  cannot  be  purchafed  under  the  Powers  herein¬ 
after  contained,  there  fhall  be  a  Repetition  of  the, fame  Pro¬ 
ceeding,  till  fuch  an  Order  fhall  be  made  as  fhall  meet  with 
their  Approbation,  and  alfo  till  the  Piece  or  Pieces  of  Ground 
approved  of  can  be  purchafed  under  this  Ad. 

9n0  bZ  it  further  CnafteD,  That  after  fuch  Order,  fixing 
upon  One  or  more  Piece  or  Pieces  of  Ground  for  the 
Eredion  of  the  faid  FXoufe  or  Houfes  of  Hard  Labour,  fhall 
be  approved  of  in  Manner  aforefaid,  the  faid  refpedive  Com¬ 
mittees  fhall  contrad  for  the  abfolute  Purchafe  in  Fee 
Simple  of  the  Piece  or  Pieces  of  Ground  fo  to  be  appointed 
by  fuch  Order  as  aforefaid,  for  the  Purpofe  of  ereding  on 
fuch  Ground,  or  on  convenient  Parts  thereof,  fuch  Houfe 
or  Houfes  of  Plard  Labour,  and  other  Buildings,  in  fuch 
Manner  as  herein-before  and  herein-after  is  direded  ;  which 
Ground  fo  to  be  purchafed  fhall  be  conveyed  to  the  Town- 
clerk  of  the  City  of  London ,  for  the  Diftrid  of  London  ;  to 
the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  of  the  County  of  Middlefex ,  for  the 
Diftrid  of  Middlefex ;  to  the  for  the 

Diftrid  of  Chepire  and  Wales  ;  and  to  the  refpedive  Clerks  of 
Affife  of  the  feveral  Eng/ip  Circuits  for  the  feverai  other 
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Diftridts  Situated  within  fuch  refpedtive  Circuits,  and  1 6 
their  Succeffors  for  ever,  Town-Clerks,  Clerks  of  the  Peace, 

,  and  Clerks  of  Affife  refpedtively,  who  are 
hereby  made  and  declared  Bodies  Corporate,  for  the  fpecial 
jPu-rpofe  only  of  being  capable  to  take  and  hold,  in  perpetual 
Succeffion,  the  faid  Piece  or  Pieces  of  Ground,  and  the 
Buildings  to  be  eredted  thereupon,  for  the  Ufes  and  Purpoies 
of  this  Adt. 

9nB  It  Met  That  fuch  Houfe  or  Houfes  of 

Hard  Labour  fhall  be  made  fufficiently  large  to  contain  Three 
Times  fuch  Number  of  Convidts  as,  according  to  the  feveral 
Averages  herein-before  particularly  fet  forth,  appear  to  have 
been  annually  lentenced  to  or  pardoned  on  Condition  of  Trans¬ 
portation,  within  the  Diftridt  for  which  fuch  Houfe  or  Houfes 
are  hereby  directed  to  be  built,  the  fame  being  an  Allowance  for 
the  Continuance  of  each  Convidt  in  each  Houfe  or  Houfes 
Three  Years  upon  an  Average;  and  each  of  fuch  Houfes,  or 
the  Buildings  thereto  belonging,  fhall  contain  proper  Store¬ 
houses,  Warehoufes,  and  Lodging- Rooms  ;  an  Infirmary  with 
a  Yard  adjoining,  and  feveral  Cells  or  Dungeons  ;  a  Chapel, 
and  Burying  Ground ;  and  alfo  proper  Apartments  for  the  fe¬ 
veral  Officers  herein-after  diredted  to  be  appointed, 

9nD  fiC  it  further  (ZEttfcftCtJ,  That  when  the  Piece  or  Pieces 
of  Ground  for  eredting  fuch  Houfe  or  Houfes  of  Hard  La¬ 
bour,  within  any  fuch  Diftridt,  fha-lPbe  fixed  upon  and  ap¬ 
proved  in  Manner  aforefaid,  and  alfo  be  purchafed,  the  faid 
Committee  fhall  caufe  to  be  infer  ted  in  the  local  News- 
Papers,  Advertisements  for  Plans  of  proper  Buildings  for  the 
Purpofes  aforefaid,  with  Propofals  for  eredting  the  fame, 
and  Eftimates  of  the  Expence  thereof  ;  and  fhall  adjourn 
their  Meeting  to  fome  future  Day,  in  order  to  receive  fuch 
Plans,  Propofals,  and  Eftimates ;  and  fuch  Plan  as  fhall  be 
agreed  on  at  fuch  adjourned  Meeting  fhall  forthwith  be  laid 
before  the  fame  Juftices  as  have  previoufly  approved  of  the 
Situation  in  Manner  herein-before  mentioned,  or  any  other 
Juftices  bearing  the  like  Office  or  Commiffion  for  the  Time 
being,  in  order  for  their  Approbation  of  the  fame ;  and  when 
the  faid  Juftices  fhall  have  fignified  in  Writing,  under  their 
Hands,  their  Entire  Approbation  of  fuch  Plan,  the  faid  Com- 
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mittee  fhall  contraft  with  proper  Perfons  for  eredting  fuch 
Buildings  accordingly ;  and  fhall  fuperintend  the  Erection  of 
fuch  Buildings,  and  the  due  Performance  of  fuch  Contradts 
as  fhall  be  entered  into  touching  the  fame. 

SttD  bt  it  further  Cna&etb  That  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  all  Corporations  Aggregate  or  Sole,  Ecclefiaftical,  Ci¬ 
vil,  or  Eleemofynary,  Hufbands,  Guardians,  Committees, 
Executors,  Adminiftrators,  and  all  Truftees  whatfoever,  not 
only  on  Behalf  of  themfelves,  but  alfo  on  Behalf  of  their 
Ceftuique  Trufts,  whether  Infants,  or  Iffue  unborn,  Lu¬ 
natics,  Idiots,  Femes  Covert,  or  other  Perfon  or  Per- 
fons  under  any  Difability  whatfoever ;  and  alfo  for  all 
other  Perfons  who  are  or  fhall  be  feifed,  pofleffed  of, 
or  interefted  in  any  Piece  or  Pieces  of  Ground  on  which  any 
Houfe  or  Houfes  of  Labour  fhall  be  appointed  to  be  eredted, 
with  fuch  Approbation  as  aforefaid,  to  contract  for,  fell* 
convey,  and  affure,  the  Piece  or  Pieces  of  Ground  unto  fuch 
Town-Clerk,  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  or  Clerk  of  Aflife 

for  the  Time  being ;  and  all  fuch  Contracts,  Agreements, 
Sales,  Conveyances,  and  Aflurances,  fhall  be  valid  and  effec¬ 
tual  in  the  Law,  to  all  Intents  and  Purpofes  whatfoever, 
any  Law,  Statute,  Ufage  or  Cuftom  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
ftanding  ;  and  all  Corporations  and  Perfons  fo  agreeing  or 
conveying  are  hereby  indemnified  for  what  they  fhall  refpec- 
tively  do  by  virtue  of  this  Adt. 

anti  bC  it  further  GEnafteB,  That  all  Sums  of  Money 
which  fhall  be  agreed  to  be  paid  to  any  Corporations,  Huf¬ 
bands,  Executors,  Adminiftrators,  Guardians,  Committees, 
or  other  Truftees  whatfoever,  for  or  on  Behalf  of  any  Infants, 
Lunatics,  Idiots,  Femes  Covert,  or  other  Ceftuique  Trufts, 
or  to  any  other  Perfon  or  Perfons  whofe  Lands  fhall  be  li¬ 
mited  in  Stridl  Settlement,  for  the  Purchafe  of  any  fuch  Piece 
or  Pieces  of  Ground  as  aforefaid,  fhall,  in  cafe  fuch  Sums 
of  Money  fhall  exceed  the  Sum  of  One  Hundred  Pounds, 
be  laid  out  by  fuch  Corporations,  Hufbands,  Executors,  Ad¬ 
miniftrators,  Guardians,  Committees,  or  other  Truftees,  or 
any  Perfon  or  Perfons  feifed  of  Land  fo  limited  in  Stridl  Set¬ 
tlement,  as  loon  as  conveniently  may  be,  in  the  Purchafe  of 
Lands,  Tenements,  and  Hereditaments,  in  Fee  Simple,  to 

D  be 


r  14  ,] 

be  conveyed  to  or  to  the  Ufe  of  fuch  Corporations,  Huf- 
bands,  Executors,  Adminiftrators,  Guardians,  Committees, 
or  other  Truftees,  and  to  and  for  fuch  other  Perlbn  or  Per- 
fons,  and  for  fuch  Eftate  and  Eftates,  and  to,  for,  upon, 
and  fubjed:  to,  fuch  Ufes,  Trufts,  Limitations,  Remainders, 
and  Contingencies,  as  the  Lands  or  Grounds,  for  or  in  refped 
whereof  fuch  Purchafe- Money  fhall  be  paid  as  aforefaid, 
fliall  be  limited,  fettled,  and  affured,  at  the  Time  fuch  Pur¬ 
chafe  or  Contrad  fhall  be  made  in  Manner  aforefaid,  of 
fuch  as  fliall  be  then  capable  of  taking  EfFed  (the  Charges 
of  fuch  Conveyances  and  Settlements  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
Fame  Fund  as  the  Expence  of  building  on  fuch  Ground;) 
and  in  the  mean  Time,  and  until  fuch  Purchafe  or  Purchafes 
(hall  be  made,  fuch  Money  (whether  the  fame  fliall  or  iliall 
not  exceed  the  Sum  of  One  Hundred  Pounds)  fliall  be  laid 
out  by  fuch  Corporations,  or  other  Perfons  for  the  Time 
being  interefted  therein,  in  fome  Government  Securities,  in 
the  Names  of  Two  or  more  Perfons,  One  to  be  nominated  by 
the  Party  or  Parties  for  the  Time  being  interefted  therein,  and 
the  other  by  the  faid  Committee,  and  the  Intereft  ariling  from 
fuch  Securities  fliall  be  paid  to  fuch  Perfon  or  Perfons  refpec^- 
tively,  as  would  have  been  intitled  to  the  Rents  and  Profits  of 
fuch  Piece  or  Pieces  of  Ground  in  cafe  the  fame  had  not  been 
fold,  or  would  for  the  Time  being  be  intitled  to  the  Rents 
and  Profits  of  fuch  Lands,  Tenements,  and  Hereditaments^ 
fo  to  be  purchafed,  in  cafe  the  fame  were  purchafed  and  fet¬ 
tled  as  aforefaid. 

it  further  That  if  any  fuch  Corporations, 

Hufbands,  Guardians,  Committees,  Executors,  Adminiftra¬ 
tors,  or  other  Truftees,  or  any  Perfon  or  Perfons  for  the 
Time  being  interefted  in  any  fuch  Piece  or  Pieces  of  Ground 
as  aforefaid,  upon  Notice  to  him,  her,  or  them  given,  or 
left  in  Writing  at  the  Houfe  or  Houfes,  or  other  Place  or 
Places  of  Abode,  of  fuch  Perfon  or  Perfons,  or  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Officer  or  Officers  of  any  fuch  Corporation,  fliall,  for 
the  Space  of  Twenty-one  Days  next  after  fuch  Notice  given 
or  left,  negled  or  refufe  to  treat,  or  fhall  not  agree,  for  the 
Sale  of  fuch  Piece  or  Pieces  of  Ground,  or  if  bv  reafon  of 
Abfence  or  Incapacity  they  fliall  be  prevented  from  treating 
for  fuch  Sale,  then  and  in  every  fuch  Cafe,  any  Two  or 

more 
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more  Juftices  of  the  Peace  of  the  County,  Riding,  Divifion* 
City,  Corporation,  or  Place,  within  the  Limits  or  Jurifdic- 
tion  of  which  fuch  Ground  (hall  lie,  (hall  enquire  into  and 
afcertain  the  Value  of  fuch  Ground,  by  a  Jury  of  indifferent 
Men  of  fuch  County,  Riding,  Divifion,  City,  Corporation, 
or  Place  ;  and  {hall  fummon  and  call  before  fuch  Jury,  and 
examine  upon  Oath  (which  Oath  any  One  or  more  of  fuch 
Jnftices  is  and  are  hereby  impowered  to  adminifter)  any  Per- 
fon  or  Perfons  whomfoever  ;  and  fuch  Juftices  fhall,  by  or¬ 
dering  a  View  or  otherwife,  ufe  all  Ways  and  Means  for  the 
Information  of  themfelves  and  of  fuch  Jury  in  the  Premifes  • 
and  when  fuch  Jury  (hall  have  enquired  of,  and  afcertained 
the  Value  of  fuch  Grounds,  the  laid  Juftices  {hall  thereupon 
adjudge,  that  the  Sum  or  Sums  of  Money,  which  {hall  fo  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  the  Value  of  fuch  Ground,  fhall  be  paid  and  ap¬ 
plied  in  fuch  Manner  as  is  herein-before  directed  touching  the 
Money  to  be  paid  for  Ground,  for  Sale  whereof  the  Perfon  or 
Perfons  interefted  fhall  contrad  and  agree  in  Manner  aforefaid  ; 
which  Verdid  or  lnquifition  and  Adjudication  (being  filed  of 
Record  in  the  faid  refpedive  Courts  of  Quarter  or  other  Ge¬ 
neral  Seffion  of  the  Peace)  fhall  be  final  and  conclufive,  to 
all  Intents  and  Purpofes  whatfoever,  again  ft;  all  Perfons  and 
Parties  whomfoever  claiming  or  to  claim,  in  PofTeffion,  Re¬ 
mainder,  Reverfion,  or  otherwife,  their  Heirs  and  Succeffors, 
as  well  abfent  as  prefent,  Infants,  Femes  Covert,  Lunatics, 
Idiots,  and  Perfons  under  any  Difability  whatfoever.  Corpo¬ 
rations,  Hufbands,  Guardians,  Truftees,  Committees,  Exe¬ 
cutors,  Adminiftrators,  or  any  other  Perfon  or  Perfons  what¬ 
foever. 

9h0,  for  fummoning  and  returning  fuch  Juries,  '1&Z  it 
further  Cn&ctCtl,  That  fuch  Two  or  more  Juftices  as  afore¬ 
faid  may  iffue  their  Warrant  or  Warrants  to  the  Sheriff  or 
Bailiff  of  any  particular  County,  Riding,  Divifion,  City,  Cor¬ 
poration,  or  Place,  within  the  Limits  of  their  Jurifdidion, 
requiring  him  to  impannel,  fummon,  and  return  an  indifferent 
Jury  of  Twenty-four  Perfons  qualified  to  ferve  upon  Juries, 
to  appear  before  the  faid  Juftices  at  fuch  Time  and  Place, 
within  the  Limits  of  their  Jurifdidion,  as  in  fuch  Warrant 
or  Warrants  fhall  be  appointed ;  and  fuch  Sheriff  or  Bailiff 
is  and  are  hereby  required  to  impannel,  fummon,  and  return 

fuch 
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fuch  Number  of  Perfons  accordingly ;  and  out  of  the  Perfons 
fo  fummoned,  impanelled,  and  returned,  or  out  of  fuch  of 
them  as  fhall  appear  upon  fuch  Summons,  the  faid  Juftices 
fhall,  and  they  are  hereby  im powered  and  required  to  draw 
by  Ballot,  and  to  fwear,  or  caufe  to  be  fworn,  Twelve  Men, 
who  fhall  be  the  Jury  for  the  Purpoles  aforefaid;  and  in 
Default  of  a  fufficient  Number  of  Jurymen  fo  returned,  the 
faid  Sheriff  or  Bailiff,  or  the  faid  Juftices,  fhall  take  fuch 
other  honeft  and  indifferent  Men  of  the  Byftanders,  or  that 
can  fpeedily  be  procured  to  attend  that  Service,  to  make  up 
the  Number  of  Twelve;  and  all  Perfons  concerned  fhall 
have  their  lawful  Challenges  againft  any  of  the  faid  Jurymen, 
when  they  come  to  be  fworn ;  and  the  faid  Juftices  fhall 
have  Power,  from  Time  to  Time,  to  impofe  any  reafonable 
Pine  or  Fines  upon  fuch  Sheriff  or  Bailiff,  or  his  Deputy 
or  Deputies,  making  Default  in  the  Premifes,  and  on  any  of 
the  Perfons  who  fhall  be  fummoned  and  returned  on  fuch 
Jury,  and  who  fhall  not  appear,  or,  appearing,  fhall  refufe  to 
be  fworn  on  the  faid  Jury,  or  being  fworn,  fhall  refufe  to 
give,  or  fhall  not  give,  a  Verdict,  or  fhall,  in  any  other  Man¬ 
ner,  wilfully  negledt  his  or  their  Duty  therein  ;  and  alfo  on 
any  of  the  Perfons  who,  being  required  to  give  Evidence 
before  the  faid  Jury,  fhall  refufe  or  neglect  to  appear,  or,  ap¬ 
pearing,  fhall  refufe  to  be  fworn  and  examined,  or  to  give 
Evidence,  fo  that  no  fuch  Fine  be  more  than  Ten  Pounds, 
nor  lefs  than  Twenty  Shillings,  on  any  One  Perfon  for  One 
Offence. 

9nB  hz  it  futtljct  Cnaftclh  That  in  Cafe  any  Jury  fhall 
give  in  and  deliver  a  Verdidt  for  more  Money,  as  the  Value 
of  fuch  Ground  fo  to  be  purchafed,  than  what  fhall  have 
been  offered  by  the  Committee  as  aforefaid,  for  the  Pur- 
chafe  thereof,  the  Cofts  and  Expences  of  fummoning  and 
maintaining  the  Jury  and  Witneffes  fhall  be  borne  and  paid 
out  of  the  fame  Fund  as  the  Expence  of  the  Buildings  to 
be  eredted  thereon  ;  but  if  fuch  Jury  fhall  give  in  and  de¬ 
liver  a  Verdidt  for  no  more,  or  for  lefs  Money,  than  the 
Money  which  fhall  have  been  fo  offered  by  fuch  Committee 
as  aforefaid,  then  the  Cofts  and  Expences  of  fummoning 
and  maintaining  the  faid  Jury  and  Witneffes  fhall  be  borne 
and  paid  by  the  Perfon  or  Perfons  with  whom  fuch  Contro- 

verfy 


verfy  or  Difpute  touching  the  Value  of  fuch  Grounds  fhall 
arife.  . 


Proirineti  aivaags,  anu  be  it  futtber  CnafteB,  That  no¬ 
thing  in  this  Adt  contained  lhall  extend  to  compel  the  Sale 
of  any  Ground  with  a  Houfe  or  otter  Building,  bond  fide 
intended  for  the  Purpofes  of  Habitation,  upon  it  ;  or  of  any 
Park,  Paddock,  Orchard,  or  other  .  Ground,  inclofed  for  the 
immediate  Convenience  of  any  Houfe,  or  of  the  Offices  be¬ 
longing  thereto  ;  or  any  Ground  improved  as  Pleafure  Ground, 
or  planted  with.  Wood;  or  any  inclofed  Ground  immediately 
adjoining  to  any  Houfe,  Park,  Paddock,  Garden,  Orchard, 
Yard,  or  Pleafure  Ground,  and  occupied  therewith  ;  or  any 
Ground  between  any  Houfe,  and  any  Park,  Paddock,  Yard, 
Offices,  Garden,  Orchard,  or  Pleafure  Ground,  belonging  to 
fuch  Houfe,  and  occupied  therewith. 


be  it  further  ©nufteb.  That  when  the  Houfe  or 
Houfes  of  Hard  Labour  for  any  Diftribt  fH all  be  erected, 
and  fo  fitted  up  as  to  be  ready  or  nearly  ready  for  the  Re¬ 
ception  of  the  Offenders  herein-ai ter  directed  to  be  fent 
thereto,  the  Committee  ffiall  elect  fuch  Officers  as  are 
herein-after  directed,  and  ffiall  make  Provifion  for  Stock  and 
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Materials  for  the  Ufe  and  Employment  of  the  Offenders  to 
be  confined  in  the  faid  Houfe  or  Houfes  of  Hard  Labour  ; 
and  alfo  (hall  make  Orders  for  the  Regulation  of  the  faid 
Pioufe  or  Houfes  of  Hard  Labour,  and  of  fuch  Offenders, 
in  fuch  Cafes  as  are  not  by  this  Abt  particularly  provided 
for;  which  Orders  of  Regulation  being  approved  of,  and 
confirmed  by  the  Juftices  of  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  in 
the  Diftridts  of  London  and  Middlefix ,  or  by  the  Juftices  of 
Chefier  in  the  Diftridt  of  Chefhrre  and  Wales ,  or  by  the 
Juftices  of  Oyer  and.  Terminer  and  Goal  Delivery  in  any 
other  Diftridt  fituated  within  any  Englifh  Circuit,  lhall  be 
carried  into  Execution  ;  and  the  faid  Committee  ffiall,  in 
like  Manner,  from  Time  to  Time,  as  often  as  they  ffiall. 
think  neceffary,  make  any  other  Orders  of  Regulation,  as 
well  for  Repeal  of  fuch  Orders  before  made,  as  by  way  of 
Addition  thereto,  which,  before  they  are  carried  into  Execu¬ 
tion,  fliall  alfo  be  approved  of,  and  confirmed  by  the  Juftices 
afore  faid,  as  the  Cafe  may  require,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  the 
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Regulations  herein-before  directed  to  be  made  in  the  Firft 
In  fiance. 

ht  it  further  (EnaftdL  That  for  the  Regulation 
and  Management  of  each  of  fuch  Houfes  of  Hard  Labour, 
and  previoufly  to  the  Opening  thereof  for  the  Reception 
of  Offenders,  there  fhall  be  elected  and  appointed  by  the 
feveral  Committees,  Two  Vifitors,  a  Governor,  a  Chaplain,  a 
Surgeon  or  Apothecary,  a  Storekeeper,  a  Tafk-Mafter,  a 
Goaler,  and  fuch  Under  Keepers  and  other  Officers  and 
Servants  as  the  faid  Committees  fhall  judge  neceffary ;  and 
fuch  Officers  and  Servants  fhall,  from  Time  to  Time,  be  re¬ 
movable  by  any  Order  of  the  faid  Committees  ;  and  when  any 
Vacancy  fhall  happen,  new  Officers  and  Servants  fhall  be 
eleCted  by  the  fame  Authority ;  and  fuch  Salaries  and  other 
Allowances  fhall  be  made  to  the  faid  Officers  and  Servants ; 
and  alfo  fuch  of  them  from  whom  the  faid  Committees  may 
deem  it  proper  to  require  Security  for  duly  accounting  for 
any  Money  they  fhall  receive,  or  for  the  due  and  faithful 
Execution  of  their  Offices,  or  Duty  in  general,  fhall  give 
fuch  Security  accordingly,  as  the  faid  Committees  from 
Time  to  Time  fhall  diredt. 

UltoUgSh  That  the  Salaries  of  the  refpedllve  Go¬ 
vernors  fhall  totally,  if  poffible,  or  at  leafl  in  great  Meafure, 
•arife  from  the  Profits  of  the  Work  that  fhall  be  done  and 
performed  in  each  feveral  Houfe  of  Hard  Labour  :  And  the 
faid  Committees  are  hereby  required  fo  to  order  and  appoint 
fuch  Salaries,  that  the  fame  may  bear  a  conftant  Proportion 
to  the  Quantity  of  Labour  performed  in  each  feveral  Houfe ; 
and  that  it  may  become  the  Interefl  as  well  as  Duty  of  each 
Governor,  to  fee  that  all  Perfons  under  his  Cufiody  be  re¬ 
gularly  and  profitably  employed. 

ProtuBeu  nefcerthelefs,  anu  he  it  further  CnaftetJ,  That 

it  fhall  be  lawful  for  the  faid  Committees,  from  Time  to 
Time,  to  increafe,  diminifh,.  difcontinue,  or  vary,  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  Officers  to  be  appointed  for  any  fuch  Houfe,  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  the  Directions  aforefaid  (except  by  taking  away  or 
difcontinuing  the  Offices  of  Vifitor,  Governor,  Chaplain,  and 
Surgeon  or  Apothecary)  but  fuch  Order  fhall  be  approved 
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of,  and  confirmed  by  the  faid  Juftices  of  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench,  of  Chejier ,  or  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Gaol  Deli¬ 
very,  (as  the  Cafe  may  require)  before  it  Khali  have  any 
Force,  or  be  carried  into  Execution. 

3nD  68  it  further  Cnuftelh  That  the  Governor  of  every 
fuch  Houfe  of  Hard  Labour  fhall  be  a  Body  Corporate,  and 
fhall  iue  and  be  fued  by  the  Name  of  the  Governor  of  the 
Houfe  of  Hard  Labour  in  the  Diftridt  of  the  Counties  or 
County  to  which  it  immediately  belongs;  and  (hall  from 
Time  to  Time  have  Power  to  make  Con  trades  with  any  Per- 
fons  whomfoever,  for  the  Cloathing,  Diet,  and  all  other  Necef- 
faries  for  the  Maintenance  and  Support  of  the  Offenders  con¬ 
fined  in  fuch  Houfe,  for  Implements  or  Materials  of  any  Kind 
of  Manufacture,  Trade,  or  Myfcery,  in  which  Offenders  con¬ 
fined  in  fuch  Houfe  fhall  be  employed ;  and  alfo  to  carry  on 
fuch  Manufacture  and  Myftery  in  fuch  Houfe,  and  to  fell  fuch 
Goods,  Wares,  and  Merchandize,  as  final!  be  there  wrought ; 
and  to  draw  upon  the  Treafurer  or  Treafurers,  or  other  proper 
Officers  of  every  County,  Riding,  Divifion,  City,  Corpora¬ 
tion,  or  Place,  to  which  fuch  Houle  fhall  belong,  as  well 
for  any  Sums  of  Money  contracted  to  be  paid  for  fuch  Diet, 
Cloathing,  and  other  Neceffaries,  or  for  the  Purpofes  of  car¬ 
rying  on  fuch  Manufacture,  Trade,  or  Myftery,  as  for  all 
other  current  Expences  of  the  faid  Houfe,  including  all  Sa¬ 
laries,  Wages,  Coroner’s  Fees,  Funeral  Charges,  Repairs,  and 
other  Neceffaries  ;  and  alfo  to  draw  upon  fuch  Treafurer  or 
Treafurers,  or  other  proper  Officers,  in  Advance  for  fo  much 
Money  as  fhall  be  efti mated  to  be  the  probable  Expence  of  the 
fucceeding  Quarter  of  a  Year ;  fuch  Draughts  being  previoufly 
allowed  by  Order  of  the  faid  Committee,  and  counterligned 
by  their  Clerk;  and  inch  Treafurer  or  Treafurers,  or  other 
proper  Officers,  are  hereby  required  to  pay  the  fame;  and  all 
fuch  Sums  of  Money  as  fhall  be  received  by  any  fuch  Governor, 
in  Manner  aforefaid,  fhall  be  accordingly  applied  by  him  for  the 
Purpofes  for  which  fuch  Sums  fhall  be  i lifted. 

ProfttBcfi  altoagg,  anB  fie  it  furtfier  CnafteB,  That  where 

any  fuch  DiftriCts  fhall  contain  more  Counties  or  Places  than 
one,  the  faid  Committee  fhall  duly  proportion  fuch  Draughts 
upon  the  Treafurers,  or  other  proper  Officers  of  the  feveral 

Counties, 
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Counties,  and  of  the  Ridings,  Divifions,  Cities,  Corpora¬ 
tions,  and  Places  contained  within  the  fame,  in  fuch  Manner 
that  the  Expences  of  the  feveral  Counties  may  be  regulated 
by,  and  bear  a  ratable  Proportion  to,  the  feveral  Average 
Numbers  of  tranfportable  Offenders  herein-before  fet  forth 
and  declared.  And  if  any  Difpute  (hall  arife,  concerning  the 
due  Proportion  of  fuch  Draughts  upon  the  feveral  Counties 
aforefaid,  or  upon  any  Sub-divifion,  or  peculiar  or  exempt 
Jurifdiclion  within  any  of  the  fame,  (all  which  are  hereby 
declared  to  be  ratable  for  the  Purpofes  of  this  Aft)  fuch  Dif¬ 
pute  (hall  be  decided  by  Appeal  to  the  Juftices  of  the  Court 
of  King’s  Bench,  in  the  Diftridls  of  London  and  Middlefex , 
the  Juftices  of  Chejler ,  in  the  Diiirict  of  Chefhire  and  Wales, 
and  the  Juftices  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Gaol  Delivery, 
for  the  Diftribt  wherein  fuch  Difpute  final  1  arife,  in  the  reft 
of  the  Dift riels  aforefaid  ;  and  the  Judgment  or  Award  of 
fuch  Juftices  in  this,  and  in  all  other  Cafes  concerning  the 
Execution  of  this  Adt,  {hall  be  binding  and  abfolutely  fmaL 

Sfi5  bZ  It  fUttijCt  (JEtt&SCtJ,  That  the  Governor  of  every 
fuch  Houfe  of  Hard  Labour  fhall  caufe  all  Accounts  touch¬ 
ing  the  Maintenance  of  fuch  Houfe,  and  the  Offenders  there¬ 
in,  to  be  entered  regularly  in  a  Book  or  Books,  to  be  kept 
for  that  Purpofe  ;  and  alfo  the  Governor  and  Storekeeper  fhall 
each  keep  feparate  Accounts  of  all  fuch  Stock  and  Materials 
as  ftiall  be  brought  into  fuch  Houfe  for  employing  fuch  Of¬ 
fenders  ;  and.  fuch  Stock  and  Materials  fhall,  from  Time  to 
Time,  be  delivered  out  by  the  faid  Storekeeper,  as  Occafion 
ftiall  require,  to  the  Tafk-Mafter,  who  ftiall  give  Receipts 
to  fuch  Storekeeper  for  the  fame,  and  ftiall  diftribute  the 
fame  amongft  the  feveral  Offenders  to  be  employed  in  work¬ 
ing  thereon ;  and  fuch  Talk-Mailer  fliali  keep  Accounts  of 
the  Quantities  daily  worked  by  the  feveral  Offenders,  and 
ftiall  return  the  Materials,  when  wrought  and  manufactured, 
to  the  Storekeeper,  who  fhall  give  Receipts  to  the  Tafk- 
Mafter  for  the  fame;  and  ftiall  from  Time  to  Time,  with  the 
Privity  and  Approbation  of  the  Governor,  fell  and  difpofe 
thereof,  and  pay  the  Money  ariftng  from  fuch  Sales  to  the 
Governor,  who  ftiall  be  accountable  for  the  fame  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  in  Manner  herein-after  mentioned ;  and  the  fluid  Go¬ 
vernor  and  Storekeeper  fhall  keep  feparate  Accounts  of  the 

Materials 
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Materials  fo  wrought,  manufactured,  fold,  and  difpofed  of, 
and  the  feveral  Sums  of  Money  for  which  the  lame  fhall  be 
fo  fold,  and  when  fold,  and  to  whom,  in  Books  to  be  pro¬ 
vided  for  thofe  Purpofes. 

9n0  bt  it  (lEfl&ftfcth  That  the  faid  feveral  Books 

fo  to  be  kept  by  the  faid  Governor,  Storekeeper,  and  the 
feveral  Entries  therein,  fhall  be  examined  by  the  faid  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  fhall  be  by  them  compared  with  the  feveral  Re¬ 
ceipts  and  other  Vouchers,  and  fhall  be  verified  by  fuch  Go¬ 
vernor  and  Storekeeper,  upon  Oath,  before  fuch  Committee, 
and  fhall,  if  approved  of  by  fuch  Committee,  be  allowed  by 
them,  and  figned  by  Two  or  more  of  fuch  Committee ;  and  if 
fuch  Committee  fhall  difapprove  of  any  Articles  in  fuch  Ac¬ 
counts,  they  fhall  difallow  the  fame  ;  and  the  Balance  of  fuch 
Accounts,  if  the  fame  fhall  be  in  Favour  of  fuch  Governor, 
fhall  be  paid  to  him  by  Draughts  as  aforefaid,  and  if  there 
fhall  be  a  Balance  due  from  fuch  Governor,  the  fame  fhall 
be  kept  in  Hand  by  the  faid  Governor,  or  paid  over,  by  him 
in  fuch  Manner  as  the  faid  Committee  fhall  direCt. 

SnB  bz  it  fUttJCt  That  if  the  faid  Committee  fhall 

fufpedt  any  fraudulent  or  improper  Charges  in  any  of  fuch 
Accounts  of  the  faid  Governor  or  Storekeeper,  or  any  Omif- 
fion  thereout,  they  may  examine  upon  Oath  the  faid  Governor, 
Storekeeper,  or  any  of  the  Officers  or  Servants  belonging  to 
fuch  Houfe,  or  any  of  the  Perfons  employed  about  the  fame* 
or  any  Perfons  of  whom  any  Neceffaries,  Stock,  Materials, 
or  other  Things,  have  been  purchafed  for  the  Ufe  of  fuch 
Houfe,  or  any  Perfons  to  whom  any  Stock  or  Materials 
wrought  or  manufactured  therein  have  been  fold,  or  any  of 
the  Offenders  confined  in  fuch  Houfe  of  Hard  Labour,  or 
any  other  Perfons,  touching  any  of  the  Articles  contained  in 
fuch  Accounts,  or  any  Omiffion  thereout ;  and  in  cafe  there 
fhall  appear  in  any  fuch  Accounts  any  falfe  Entry  knowingly 
or  wilfully  made,  or  any  fraudulent  Omiffion  thereout,  or  any 
other  Fraud  whatfoever,  or  any  Collufion  between  any  Officer 
or  Officers,  or  Servants,  belonging  to  fuch  Houfe  of  Hard 
Labour,  or  between  any  fuch  Officer  or  Officers,  Servant  or 
Servants,  and  any  other  Perfon  or  Perfons,  then  (befides  the 
private  Satisfaction  in  Damages,  which  the  Parties  or  Partv 
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injured  may  be  intitled  to  recover  by  Lav/)  the  faid  Commit¬ 
tee  may  difmifs  any  fuch  Officer  or  Officers,  or  Servant  or  Ser¬ 
vants,  who  fhall  to  them  appear  to  have  been  guilty  of  any  fuch 
falfe  Entry,  Omiffion,  Fraud,  or  Collufion,  and  appoint  another, 
or  others  in  his,  her,  or  their  Stead ;  or,  if  the  faid  Committee 
fhall  fee  fit,  they  fhall  caufe  an  Indictment  or  Indictments  to 
be  preferred  againft  the  Officer  or  Officers,  Servant  or  Ser¬ 
vants,  fo  offending,  at  the  next  Quarter  or  other  General 
Sefiion  of  the  Peace  to  be  holden  for  the  County,  Riding, 
Divifion,  City,  Corporation  or  Place,  wherein  fuch  Houfe 
of  Hard  Labour  fhall  be  fituated  \  and  in  Cafe  fuch  Perfon 
or  Perfons  fo  indicted  fhall  be  found  guilty  of  fuch  Offence 
or  Offences,  he,  fhe,  or  they  fhall  be  punifhed  by  any  Fine 
not  exceeding  Ten  Pounds,  or  by  Imprifonment  not  exceed¬ 
ing  Six  Months,  or  by  both. 

3n0  ht  It  furtfjet  (Sn&ftctu  That  when  any  of  the  Houfes 
of  Hard  Labour  herein-before  directed  to  be  built,  fhall  be 
fitted  and  compleated  for  the  Reception  of  Offenders,  and 
proper  Officers  and  Servants  fhall  be  appointed  for  the  Care 
and  Management  thereof,  the  Committee  for  the  DiftriCt 
to  which  fuch  Houfe  of  Hard  Labour  fhall  belong,  fhall  cer¬ 
tify,  under  their  Hands  and  Seals,  to  the  Juftices  of  Oyer 
and  Terminer  and  Gaol  Delivery,  at  their  next  Sefiion,  in 
fuch  DiftriCts  as  are  wholly  compofed  of  One  or  more  Englijh 
County  or  Counties,  or  to  the  Juftices  of  Cbefter  and  Wales , 
at  their  leveral  next  Great  Seflions  in  the  DiftriCt  of  Chejhire 
and  W 'ales,  as  the  Cafe  may  happen  ;  and  alfo  to  the  Juf¬ 
tices  of  the  Peace  at  the  next  Quarter  or  other  General 
Sefiion  of  the  Peace,  refpeCtively  to  be  held  for  every  County, 

/  Riding,  Divifion,  City,  Corporation,  or  Place,  within  fuch 
DiftriCt  as  aforefaid,  that  fuch  Houfe  is  fo  fitted  and  com¬ 
pleated,  and  that  fuch  Officers  and  Servants  have  been 
appointed  j  and  after  the  making  of  fuch  Certificate,  where 
any  Perfon  fhall,  at  any  Sefiion  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  or 
Gaol  Delivery,  or  at  any  Great  Sefiion,  or  at  any  Quarter 
or  other  General  Sefiion  of  the  Peace,  to  be  holden  for  any 
County,  Riding,  Divifion,  City,  Corporation,  or  Place, 
within  the  Limits  of  fuch  DiftriCt  as  aforefaid,  lhall  be 
lawfully  convicted  of  Grand  or  Petty  Larceny,  or  any 

other 
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other  Crime  for  which  he  or  fhe  fhall  be  liable  by  Law* 
either  under  this  Statute  or  any  other  Statute  now  in 
Force,  or  hereafter  to  be  made,  to  a  Sentence  of  Tranf- 
portation  to  any  of  His  Majefty’s  Colonies  or  Planta¬ 
tions,  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  the  Court  before  which  any  fuch 
Perfon  fhall  be  fo  convidted,  or  any  Court  held  for  the  fame 
Place  with  like  Authority,  if  fuch  Court  fhall  think  fit,  in 
the  Place  of  fuch  Punifhment  by  Tranfportation,  to  order 
and  adjudge  that  fuch  Perfon  fhall  be  punifhed  by  being  im- 
prifoned  and  kept  to  Hard  Labour  in  fuch  Houfe  of  Hard 
Labour,  for  any  Term  not  exceeding  Two  Years,  in  cafe  of 
Petty  Larceny;  and  for  any  Term  not  lefs  than  One  Year, 
nor  exceeding  Five  Years,  in  cafe  any  other  fuch  Offender 
is  liable  by  Law  to  be  tranfported  for  Seven  Years ;  and  for 
any  Term  not  lefs  than  Three  Years,  nor  exceeding  Seven 
Years,  in  cafe  any  other  fuch  Offender  is  liable  by  Law  to  be 
tranfported  for  Fourteen  Years. 

ProthBets  afttmgs,  ann  be  it  further  That  in  the 

mean  Time,  and  until  fuch  Certificate  fhall  be  made  as  afore^- 
faid,  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  the  Court,  in  which  any  fuch  Of- 
.fender  as  aforefaid  fhall  be  convidted,  or  any  other  Court 
held  for  the  fame  Place,  and  with  like  Authority,  to  order 
and  adjudge  fuch  Offender  to  be  imprifoned  and  kept  to  Hard 
Labour,  for  the  feveral  Terms  aforefaid,  in  the  refpedtive 
Houfes  of  Corredtion,  or  other  proper  Places  within  each 
refpedtive  County,  Riding,  Divifion,  City,  Corporation,  and 
Place;  which  Houfes  of  Corredtion,  or  other  proper  Places, 
fhall,  during  fuch  Time,  be  deemed  and  efteemed  to  be 
Floufes  of  Hard  Labour,  to  all  Intents  and  Purpofes  within 
the  meaning:  of  this  Adi.  And  when  fuch  Certificate  fhall 

CD 

be  made  as  aforefaid,  the  Offenders  then  imprifoned  in  fuch 
Houfes  of  Corredtion,  or  other  Places,  by  Virtue  of  this 
Adt,  fhall  be  transferred  to  fuch  new  eredted  Houfes  of  Hard 
Labour,  for  the  Refidue  of  the  feveral  Terms,  during  which 
they  were  ordered  and  adjudged  to  be  imprifoned  ;  And  the 
Juflices  of  the  Peace  for  every  County,  Riding,  Divifion, 
City,  Corporation,  and  Place,  at  their  feveral  Quarter  Seflions, 
are  hereby  required  to  give  Diredtions  for  preparing  fuch 
Houfes  of  Corredtion,  or  other  proper  Places  for  the  tempo¬ 
rary 
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vary  Reception,  fafe  Cuftody,  Employment,  and  due  Regu-* 
lation  of  fuch  Offenders. 

for  the  more  fevere  and  effedtual  Punifhment  of 
atrocious  and  daring  Offenders,  &C  it  That 

from  and  after  the  pairing  of  this  Act,  where  any  Male  Per- 
fon  fhall,  at  any  Seffion  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  or  Gaol  De¬ 
livery  for  any  County  within  that  Part  of  Great-Britain 
called  England ,  be  lawfully  convidled  of  Grand  Larceny,  or 
any  other  Crime  for  which  he  fhall  be  liable  by  Law  to  a 
Sentence  of  Tranfportation  to  any  of  His  Majefty’s  Colonies 
or  Plantations  in  America ,  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
Court  before  whom  any  fuch  Perfon  fhall  be  fo  convidted,  or 
any  Court  holden  for  the  fame  Place,  with  like  Authority,  if 
fuch  Court  fhall  think  fit,  in  the  Place  of  fuch  Punifhment 
by  Tranfportation,  to  order  and  adjudge,  that  fuch  Perfon 
fhall  be  punifhed  by  being  kept  to  Liard  Labour  in  the 
railing  Sand,  Soil,  and  Gravel  from,  and  cleanfing  the  River 
! Thames ,  or  any  other  River  navigable  for  Ships  of  Burthen, 
or  any  Port,  Harbour,  or  Haven,  within  that  Part  of  Great- 
Britain  called  England ,  (fuch  River,  Port,  Harbour,  or  Haven, 
being  previoufly  approved  and  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  by 
Order  of  His  Majefty  in  His  Privy  Council)  or  in  any  other 
Service,  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Navigation  of  the  Paid  Rivers, 
Ports,  Harbours,  or  Havens,  under  the  Management  and 
Direction  of  a  Superintendant  or  Superintendants,  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  River  Thames,  by  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace 
for  the  County  of  Middlefex  ;  and  for  other  Rivers,  Ports, 
Harbours,  or  Havens,  by  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  of  fuch 
Counties  adjoining  to  the  fame  refpedtively,  as  His  Majefty 
in  Council  fhall  diredf,  at  their  Quarter  or  other  General 
Seffion  of  the  Peace,  for  fuch  Term  of  Years  not  lefs  than 
One,  nor  exceeding  Seven  Years,  as  fuch  Court  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  or  Gaol  Delivery  fhall  think  fit  to  order  and 
adjudge. 

2nD  fcC  it  further  ©n&StCtfi  That  where  any  Perfon  fhall, 
at  any  Seffion  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  or  Gaol  Delivery,  be 
lawfully  convidted  of  any  Robbery,  or  other  Felony,  for  which 
he  or  file  fhall  by  Law,  either  under  this  Statute,  or  under 
any  other  Statute  now  in  Force,  or  hereafter  to  be  made,  be 
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liable  to  fuffer  Death  without  Benefit  of  Clergy,  and  His 
Majefty  fliall  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  extend  the  Royal  Mercy 
to  any  luch  Offender,  upon  Condition  of  being  kept  to  Hard 
Labour  during  any  fpecified  Term,  in  any  Houfe  of  Hard 
Labour,  to  be  eredted  in  purfuance  of  this  Adt,  or  (fuch  Of¬ 
fenders  being  Males)  upon  Condition  of  being  kept  to  Hard 
Labour  during  any  fpecified  Term,  in  the  Cuftody  of  fuch 
Superintendant  or  Superintendants  aforefaid,  for  the  Benefit 
of  the  faid  Navigations  ,  and  fuch  Intention  of  Mercy  fhall 
be  notified,  in  Writing,  by  One  of  His  Majefty’s  Principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  to  the  Court  in  which  fuch  Offender 
fhall  be  convi&ed,  or  to  any  Court  held  for  the  fame  Place, 
with  the  like  Authority ;  or,  if  no  fuch  Court  fhall  be  fitting* 
then  to  any  Juftice  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  or  Gaol  Delivery,  by 
or  before  whom  fuch  Offender  fhall  have  been  convicted  or 
condemned,  fuch  Court  or  Juftice  may  and  fhall,  immediately 
on  receiving  fuch  Notification,  allow  to  every  fuch  Offender 
the  Benefit  of  a  conditional  Pardon,  in  the  fame  Manner  as 
if  there  was  a  conditional  Pardon  under  the  Great  Seal  $  and 
may  and  fhall  order  that  every  fuch  Offender  fhall  be  kept  to 
Hard  Labour,  in  fuch  Houfe  of  Hard  Labour  as  aforefaid, 
or  in  the  Cuftody  of  fuch  Superintendant  or  Superintendants 
as  aforefaid,  for  the  Time  fpecified  in  the  Notification  from 
fuch  Secretary  of  State. 

ht  It  further  '(EEn&ftfcfr,  That  when  Any  Offender  fhall 
be  ordered  and  adjudged  to  be  kept  to  Hard  Labour  in  any  of 
the  Manners  aforefaid,  the  Clerk  of  Aflife,  Clerk  of  the 
Peace,  or  other  Clerk  of  the  Court  in  which  fuch  Offender 
fliall  be  convidted,  fhall  give  to  the  Sheriff  or  Gaoler  having 
the  Cuftody  of  fuch  Offender,  a  Certificate  in  Writing  under 
his  Hand,  containing  an  Account  of  the  Chriftian  Name, 
Sirname,  and  Age  of  fuch  Offender,  of  his  or  her  Offence, 
of  the  Court  before  wdiich  he  or  fhe  was  convidted,  and  of 
the  Term  for  which  he  or  ftie  fhall  be  fo  ordered  to  Hard 
Labour  ,  and  the  Sheriff  or  Gaoler  having  the  Cuftody  of 
fuch  Offender,  fliall,  with  all  convenient  Speed,  after  the 
•making  of  fuch  Order,  and  the  receiving  fuch  Certificate, 
convey  fuch  Offender,  or  caufe  him  or  her  to  be  conveyed, 
to  fuch  Houfe  or  Place  to  which  fuch  Order  fliall  diredt  him 
or  her  to  be  conveyed,  and  fhall  deliver  fuch  Offender,  or 
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eaufe  him  or  her  to  be  delivered,  together  with  fuch  Certi¬ 
ficate,  to  fuch  Governor  or  Governors,  Superintendant  or 
Superintendants  as  aforefaid,  or  to  fuch  Perfon  or  Perfons  as 
fuch  Governor  or  Superintendant  fhall  appoint;  and  fuch 
Governor,  or  Superintendant,  or  other  Perfon  or  Perfons  to 
whom  fuch  Offender  fhall  be  fo  delivered,  fhall  carefully  keep 
and  preferve  the  faid  Certificate,  and  fhall  give  a  proper  Re¬ 
ceipt  in  Writing,  under  his  or  their  Hand  or  Hands,  to  the 
Sheriff  or  Gaoler  fo  delivering  fuch  Offender,  which  fhall  bo 
his  fufficient  Difcharge. 

3ntl  be  it  further  <gnaS:£0,  That  the  Clerk  of  Affife,  the 
Clerk  of  the  Peace,  or  other  Clerk  of  the  Court,  fhall 
have  the  fame  Fee  on  granting  fuch  Certificate,  and  the 
Sheriff  or  Gaoler  fhall  have  the  fame  Fee  on  delivering  out 
of  his  Cuftody  any  fuch  Offender  fo  to  be  ordered  to  any 
fuch  Houfe  or  Place  of  Hard  Labour,  as  would  be  due  to 
them  refpeddvely  if  fuch  Offender  fhould  be  fentenced  to 
Tranfportation ;  and  fuch  Fees,  and  alfo  all  Expences  to  be 
incurred  by  any  Sheriff  or  Goaler  in  the  Conveyance  of  any 
fuch  Offender  to  the  Houfe  or  Place  of  Hard  Labour  to  be 
appointed  for  his  or  her  Confinement,  fhall  be  paid  by  the 
County,  Riding,  Divifion,  City,  Corporation,  or  Place, 
for  which  the  Court  in  which  fuch  Offender  fhall  be  con¬ 
victed  fhall  have  been  held  ;  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Affife, 
Clerk  of  the  Peace,  or  other  Clerk  of  the  Court,  and  the 
Sheriff  or  Gaoler,  fhall  receive  the  Money  due  for  fuch  Fees 
and  Expences  reflectively  from  the  Treafurer  of  fuch  County, 
Riding,  Divifion,  City,  Corporation,  or  Place,  by  Order  of 
the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  at  their  Quarterly  or  other  Ge¬ 
neral  Seffion,  who  are  hereby  impowered  and  required  to 
make  fuch  Order  accordingly, 

3tt0  b0  it  further  Cnufteb,  That  after  Delivery  of  any 
fuch  Offender  as  aforefaid,  into  the  Cuftody  to  which  he 
or  fhe  fhall  be  adjudged,  fuch  Governor,  or  Superintendant, 
or  other  Perfon  having  the  Cuftody  of  Offenders  under  his 
Direction,  fhall,  during  the  Term  for  which  fuch  Offender 
fhall  be  ordered  to  Hard  Labour,  have  the  fame  Powers  aver 
fuch  Offender  as  are  incident  to  the  Office  of  a  Sheriff  .or 
Gaoler;  and  in  cafe  of  any  Abufe  of  the  Cuftody,  or  other 
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Mifbehaviour  in  the  Difcharge  of  his  Office,  fhall  be  liable 
to  the  fame  Punifhment  as  a  Gaoler  or  other  Keeper  or 
Under  Keeper  of  a  County  Gaol  is  now  liable  to  by 

Law. 


3n5  It  furt&etr  GBttftftcSU  That  every  fuch  Governor 
of  every  Houfe  of  Hard  Labour  {hall,  during  the  Term  pre¬ 
ferred  for  the  Imprifonment  and  Hard  Labour  of  fuch  Of¬ 
fender*  keep  him  or  her,  fo  far  as  may  be  confident  with 
his  or  her  Health  and  Ability,  to  Labour  of  the  harded  and 
mod  fervile  Kind,  fuch  as  treading  in  a  Wheel,  or  drawing 
in  a  Capdern  for  turning  a  Mill,  or  other  Machine  or  Engine^ 
beating  Hemp,  rafping  Logwood*  chopping  Rags,  fawing 
Timber,  working  at  Forges*  fmelting,  or  any  other  hard 
and  laborious  Service ;  and  thofe  of  lefs  Strength  and  Ability 
(Regard  being  alfo  had  to  Age  and  Sex)  in  making  Ropes, 
weaving  Sacks,  fpinning  Yarn,  knitting  Nets,  or  any  other 
lefs  laborious  Employment,  which  the  Committee  aforefaid 
for  every  fuch  Houfe  of  Hard  Labour  fhall  judge  mod  con¬ 
ducive  to*  and  confident  with,  the  Profit  and  Convenience 
of  the  Didrid:  to  which  fuch  Houfe  fhall  belong. 


SldtJ  bt  it  further  Cnufteth  That  fuch  Offenders  as  fhall 
be  fent  to  any  of  fuch  Houfes  of  Hard  Labour  as  afore¬ 
faid,  {hall  be  fo  lodged,  that  the  Males  fhall  be  kept  entirely  fe- 
parate  and  apart  from  the  Females,  without  the  lead  Com¬ 
munication  upon  any  Pretence  whatfoever *  and  all  fuch  Of¬ 
fenders  fhall,  during  their  Hours  of  Red*  be  kept  entirely 
feparate  and  apart  from  each  other,  and  be  lodged  in  feparate 
Rooms  or  Cells,  not  exceeding  Twelve  Feet  in  Length, 
Eight  Feet  in  Breadth,  and  Eleven  Feet  in  Height,  and 
without  any  Window  within  Six  Feet  of  the  refpeftive 
Floors  *  and  fhall  alfo,  during  their  Hours  of  Labour,  in 
cafe  the  Nature  of  their  feveral  Employments  will  permit, 
be  in  like  Manner  kept  feparate  and  apart  from  each 
Other ;  and,  where  the  Nature  of  the  Employment  may  re¬ 
quire  Two  Perfons  to  work  together,  the  Room  in  which 
fuch  Two  Perfons  fhall  work  fhall  be  of  fuitable  Dimenfions  ; 
but  fuch  Two  Perfons  fhall  not  continue  together,  except 
during  the  Hours  of  Labour,  nor  fhall  the  fame  Two  Per- 
fans  continue  to  work  in  the  fame  Room  more  than  Three 

Days 
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Days  fucceffively,  and  at  the  Expiration  of  fuch  Term,  On6 
of  fuch  Perfons  fhail  be  changed  5  and  if  the  Nature  of  the 
Work  wherein  any  fuch  Offenders  fhail  be  employed,  fhail 
require  the  Labour  of  many  Perfons  at  one  Time,  a  common 
Work  Room  or  Shed  may  be  allotted  to  them  for  that  Purpofe  ; 
but,  during  the  Time  the  Offenders  are  employed  in  fuch  com¬ 
mon  Work  Room  or  Shed,  the  Governor  of  the  faid  Houfe,  of 
One  or  more  of  his  Affiflants,  fhail  beconflantly  prefent  to  attend 
to  the  Behaviour  of  fuch  Offenders  :  And  if  the  Work  to  be 
performed  by  any  fuch  Offenders  fhail  be  of  fuch  a  Nature 
as  fhail  require  previous  Inftrudtion,  proper  Perfons  fhail  be 
provided  to  give  the  fame,  to  whom  a  fuitable  Allowance  fhail 
be  made,  by  Order  of  the  Committee  for  the  Diftrid;  to 
which  fuch  Houfe  of  Hard  Labour  fhail  belong. 

b£  it  furtfiet  That  fuch  Offenders  fhail  be 

employed  in  Work  at  the  faid  Houfes  of  Labour  every  Day 
in  the  Year,  except  Sundays ,  Chrijimas  Day ,  and  Good  Friday , 
and  alfo  except  when  ill  Health  will  not  allow  of  their  work¬ 
ing  ;  and  the  Hours  of  Work  in  each  Day  fhail  be  as  many 
as  Day  Light  and  the  Seafon  of  the  Year,  with  an  Interval 
of  Half  an  Hour  for  Breakfaft  and  an  Hour  for  Dinner,  will 
permit ;  and  when  fuch  Hours  of  Work  are  paffed,  the 
working  Tools,  Implements,  and  Materials,  or  fuch  of  them 
as  will  admit  of  daily  Removal,  fhail  be  removed  from  the 
Rooms  of  the  feveral  Offenders  to  Places  proper  for  their 
fafe  Cuftody,  and  there  be  kept  till  the  Hour  of  Labour  fhail 
return.  : 

/-  .  *.h-  <  t." .  ' }{ .  ’  *"f  1  r  .  j  -  \  <  y  \ 

9nh  be  It  fUttfjCt  That  every  Offender  who  fhail 

be  ordered  to  any  fuch  Houfe  of  Hard  Labour  fhail,  during 
the  Time  of  his  or  her  Confinement  therein,  be  fed  and  fuf- 
tained  with  Bread  and  any  coarfe  Meat,  or  other  inferior 
Food,  and  Water  or  Small  Beer,  and  alfo  be  cloathed  with  a 
coarfe  and  uniform  Apparel,  with  certain  obvious  Marks  or 
^.Badges  affixed  to  the  fame,  as  well  to  humiliate  the  Wear¬ 
ers,  as  to  facilitate  Difcovery  in  cafe  of  Efcapes  ;  the  Whole 
to  be  ordered  in  fuch  Manner  as  the  Committee  aforefaid 
fhail,  Trom  Time  to  Time,  appoint  for  thofe  Purpofes  ;  and  no 
fuch  Offender  fhail,  during  the  Term  of  his  or  her  Confine¬ 
ment,  be  permitted  to  have  any  other  Food,  Drink,  or 
f  XI  Cloathing, 
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Cloathing,  than  fuch  as  {hall  be  fo  appointed  ;  and  if  any 
Perfon  or  Perfons  fhall  wilfully  fupply  any  fuch  Offender,  at 
any  Time  during  the  Term  of  his  or  her  Confinement,  ei¬ 
ther  for  Money  or  otherwife,  with  any  Food,  Drink,  or 
Cloathing,  other  than  fuch  as  {hall  be  fo  appointed,  he  or  fhe, 
fo  fupplying  fuch  Offender,  {hall,  for  every  fuch  Offence, 
forfeit  a  Sum  not  exceeding  Ten  Pounds,  nor  lefs  than 
Forty  Shillings. 

Silt)  bC  It  futtber  (En&ctCB*  That  no  Officer  or  Servant  of 
any  fuch  Houfe  of  Hard  Labour  as  aforefaid,  {hall  fupply  any 
of  the  Offenders  therein  with  any  Cloathing,  Provisions,  or 
Diet,  or  with  any  Spirituous  or  other  Liquors  whatfoever, 
except  fuch  Cloathing,  Provifions,  or  Diet,  or  fuch  Water, 
and  Small  Beer,  as  the  Governor  of  the  Houfe  fhall,  from 
Time  to  Time,  order  fuch  Officers  or  Servants  to  carry  to 
fuch  Offenders  refpe&ively,  and  except  fuch  Diet  and  Li¬ 
quors  as  the  Surgeon  or  Apothecary  attending  fuch  Houfe 
fhall  think  proper  to  order  for  any  fuch  Offenders  in  cafe 
of  Illnefs  ;  and  in  cafe  any  fuch  Officer  or  Servant  fhall  be 
found  guilty  of  carrying  to  any  fuch  Offender,  or  of  know¬ 
ingly  permitting  to  be  carried  to  any  fuch  Offender,  any 
Cloathing,  Provifions,  or  Diet,  or  Liquors  whatfoever, 
contrary  to  the  Intent  of  this  A£t,  fuch  Officer  or  Servant 
fhall  immediately  be  fufpended  by  the  faid  Governor,  who 
fhall  report  the  fame  to  the  Vifitors  of  the  faid  Houfe,  and 
the  faid  Vifitors  fhall  report  the  fame  to  the  Committee  at 
their  next  Meeting  ;  and  fuch  Committee  fhall  inquire  thereof 
upon  Oath,  and  fhall  punifh  fuch  Officer  or  Servant  by  For¬ 
feiture  of  Office,  by  any  Fine  not  exceeding  Ten  Pounds, 
and  by  Imprifonment  for  any  Term  not  exceeding  Six  Months, 
or  by  any  One  or  more  of  fuch  Punifhments,  as  the  faid 
Committee  fhall  in  their  Difcretion  think  proper. 

3ntJ  bt  It  further  Cnuften,  That  when  any  Offender,  who 
fhall  be  lentenced  to  Hard  Labour  in  any  fuch  Houfe  as 
aforefaid,  fhall  be  brought  thither,  in  purfuance  of  the 
Powers  contained  in  this  Adt,  the  Cloaths  which  he  or  fhe 
fhall  then  have  (and  in  the  Place  of  which  other  Apparel  is 
herein-before  dire&ed  to  be  fupplied)  fhall  be  cleaned,  and 
ticketed,  and  carefully  depofited  in  a  fafe  Place  in  fuch  Houle, 
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and  when  the  Term  of  his  or  her  Confinement  fhall  be  ex¬ 
pired,  (hall  he  delivered  to  fuch  Offender,  together  with  fuch 
other  decent  Cloathing  as  fhall  be  judged  neceffary  and  proper 
by  the  Vifitors  of  fuch  Houfe,  and  alfo  fuch  Sum  of  Money 
for  his  or  her  immediate  Subfiftence,  as  the  faid  Viiitors  /hall 
think  proper,  fo  as  fuch  Sum  fhall  not  exceed  Five  Pounds, 
nor  be  lets  than  Forty  Shillings  ;  and  in  cafe  fuch  Offender 
fhall  have  behaved,  during  his  or  her  Confinement,  in  a  de¬ 
cent  and  proper  Manner,  fuch  Vifitors  fhall  give  to  fuch 
Offender  a  Certificate  thereof  in  Writing  under  their 
Hands. 


ProtuDefl  al&rngg,  ana  be  it  further  tfEna&eo,  That  the 

feveral  Offenders  to  be  fent  to  each  of  fuch  Houles  of  Hard 
Labour,  fhall  be  divided  into  Three  Claffes,  which  fhall  be 
called  the  Firft,  Second,  and  Third  Clafs  ;  for  which  Pur- 
pofe,  the  Time  for  which  fuch  Offenders  fhall  feverally  be 
committed,  fhall  be  divided  into  Three  equal  Parts,  and 
during  the  Firft  Part  of  the  Time  of  the  Imprifonment  of 
every  fuch  Offender,  he  or  fhe  fhall  be  ranked  in  the  Firft 
Clafs  ;  and  during  the  Second  Part  of  fuch  Time,  he  or  fhe 
fhall  be  ranked  in  the  Second  Clafs ;  and  during  the  Third 
and  laft  Part  of  fuch  Time,  he  or  fhe  fhall  be  ranked  in  the 
Third  Clafs  ;  and  the  Confinement  and  Labour  of  fuch  Of¬ 
fenders  as  fhall  from  Time  to  Time  be  ranked  in  the  Firft 
Clafs,  fhall  be  the  moft  ftrieft  and  fevere ;  and  the  Confine¬ 
ment  and  Labour  of  the  Offenders  ranked  in  the  Second 
Clafs,  fhall  be  more  moderate  ;  and  the  Confinement  and  La¬ 
bour  of  thofe  ranked  in  the  Third  Clafs,  (hall  be  ftill  more 
relaxed ;  which  feveral  Degrees  of  Confinement  and  Labour, 
fo  to  be  affixed  to  each  Clafs,  fhall,  from  Time  to  Time,  be 
fettled  by  the  faid  Committees,  by  Orders  of  Regulation  to 
be  approved  of  in  Manner  aforefaid  ;  but  fo  as  not  to  defeat  or 
elude  the  fpecial  Proviiions  made  and  appointed  by  this  A  (ft. 


'  r  * 

3rf0  bC  it  further  GEnaftCth  That  each  of  the  Lodging 
Fmoms,  which  fhall  be  appointed  in  the  faid  Houles  of  La¬ 
bour  for  the  Offenders  fo  confined  therein,  fhall  be  provided 
with  Matting  for  lying  upon,  and  a  Coverlid,  and  Two  or 
more  coarfe  Blankets,  and  alfo  with  proper  Tools  or  Inftru- 
ments  for  the  Employment  of  fuch  Offenders  ;  and  no  Perfon 
(except  the  Officers  and  Servants  of  the  Houfe,  and  fuch  Per¬ 
fon 


fon  or  Ferfons  as  (lull  be  authorized  by  Order  of  any  One 
of  the  Committee  appointed  for  fuch  Diftrift)  fliall  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  go  at  any  Time  into  fuch  Lodging  Rooms,  or  to  fee 
or  converfe  with  the  Offenders  ;  and  every  Night  in  the  Year, 
as  foon  as  the  Time  of  Labour  fliall  be  paft,  a  Bell  fhall  be  rung, 
and  the  Doors  of  all  fuch  Lodging  Rooms  fliall  be  locked,  and  all 
Lights  therein  extinguifhed  ;  and  after  the  ringing  of  fuch 
Bell,  a  Watchman  fhall  patrole  every  Part  of  each  of  fuch 
Houfes  of  Labour,  at  lead:  Twice  in  every  Hour,  during  the 
Night,  and  until  Return  of  the  Time  of  Labour  in  the  Morn¬ 
ing  of  the  next  Day. 

3nB  bt  it  filttf)0t*  ©MftCSb  That  the  Chaplain  fhall  read 
Morning  and  Evening  Prayers  in  the  Chapel  of  every  fuch 
Houfe  of  Hard  Labour,  and  preach  a  Sermon  after  each,  on 
every  Sunday  in  the  Year,  and  alfo  on  every  Ghrijlmas  Day , 
and  Good  Friday ;  and  all  the  Offenders,  both  Male  and  Fe¬ 
male,  confined  in  fuch  Lloufe  of  Hard  Labour,  (who  fliall 
not  be  difabled  by  Ulnefs)  fliall  attend  the  faid  Morning  and 
Evening  Prayers  ;  but  the  Males  and  Females  fhall  be  placed 
feparately  each  from  the  other  Sex,  on  the  fame  Side  or  at  the 
fame  End  of  the  Chapel ;  that  is  to  fay,  all  the  Males  by 
themfelves,  and  all  the  Females  by  themfelves,  with  a  con- 
fiderable  Space  between  them,  and  with  fuch  Partitions  as  fliall 
be  fufficient  to  prevent  thofe  of  One  Sex  from  feeing  or  con¬ 
verting  with  thofe  of  the  other ;  and  fuch  Morning  and 
Evening  Prayers  fliall  alfo  be  attended  by  the  refident  Offi¬ 
cers,  and  by  the  Servants  of  fuch  Houfe  of  Hard  Labour,  or 
fuch  of  them  as  can  be  fpared  from  their  feveral  Employments, 
and  fliall  net  be  prevented  by  Ulnefs.  And  the  faid  Chaplain 
fliall  vifit  at  his  own  Difcretion,  and  fliall  alfo  occalionally 

y 

attend  (when  thereunto  requefted)  any  of  the  Offenders,  ei¬ 
ther  Sick  or  in  Health,  that  may  defire  or  ftand  in  Need  of 
his  Spiritual  Advice  and  Affiflance  ;  provided  that  fuch  Vi- 
fitation  and  Attendance  cn  fuch  of  the  Offenders  as  fhall  be 
in  Plealth,  fhall  not  interfere  with  their  ftated  Flours  of  La¬ 
bour. 

3n0  bt  it  further  CnaScB,  That  there  fliall  be,  adjoining 
to  every  fuch  Floufe  of  Hard  Labour,  Two  or  more  Yards  or 
Places  inclofed  and  properly  fecured,  in  which  the  Offenders 
ordered  to  be  confined  in  fuch  Houfe  fhall  be  permitted  to 
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dr  by  Turns,  as  their  Health  may  require ;  and  if  proper 
Employment  can  be  found,  fuch  Offenders  may  alfo  be 
permitted  to  work  in  fuch  Yards,  inftead  of  their  Lodging- 
Rooms  or  Work-Rooms  ;  and  in  cafe  any  fuch  Offenders  fhall 
appear  to  be  Tick,  he  or  fhe  fhall  be  vilited  by  the  Surgeon 
or  Apothecary  attending  fuch  Houfe  ;  and  if  the  Sicknefs 
be  found  to  be  real,  the  faid  Surgeon  or  Apothecary  fhall 
report  the  fame  to  the  Governor,  who  fhall,  if  the  Sick¬ 
nefs  be  of  fuch  a  Nature  as  to  require  it,  order  fuch 
Offender  to  be  fent  to  the  Infirmary  belonging  to  fuch  Houfe, 
and  to  be  entered  in  a  Book,  to  be  kept  for  that  Purpofe,  as 
fick ;  and  when  fuch  Offender  fhall  have  fo  far  recovered  his 
or  her  Health,  as  that  the  faid  Surgeon  or  Apothecary  fhall 
judge  him  or  her  in  a  proper  Condition  to  quit  the  Infirmary, 
and  to  return  to  his  or  her  Employment,  and  the  faid  Apo¬ 
thecary  fhall  fo  report,  the  faid  Governor  fhall  order  fuch 
Offender  to  be  brought  back  to  his  or  her  Lodging-Room, 
and  to  be  again  employed  in  Labour,  fo  far  as  fhall  be  con- 
fiftent  with  the  Health  of  fuch  Offenders. 

9n0  bt  it  fUttf)££  CnftSXtl,  That  the  Vifitors  of  each  of 
fuch  Houfes  of  Hard  Labour  as  aforefaid  fhall  be  Two 
Juftices  of  the  Peace,  or  other  fubftantial  Houfeholders, 
dwelling  within  the  Diftrid  to  which  fuch  Houfe  of 
Hard  Labour  fhall  belong,  at  the  Difcretion  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  aforefaid;  one  of  which  fhall  be  changed  every  Year; 
and  no  Vifitor  fhall  continue  in  Office  for  more  than  Two 
fucceffive  Years  ;  but,  after  an  Interval  of  Two  Years,  any 
former  Vifitor  fo  difcontinued  fhall  be  capable  of  being 
re-appointed  :  And  fuch  Vffitors  fhall  attend  at  fuch  Houfes 
of  Hard  Labour  once  at  the  leafl  in  every  Fortnight;  and  on 
every  fuch  Attendance  fhall  examine  the  State  of  fuch  Houfe, 
and  fhall  fee  every  Offender  confined  there,  and  fhall  infped 
the  Accounts  of  the  Governor  and  Storekeepers,  and  alfo 
examine  the  Condud  and  Management  of  fuch  Houfe,  and 
hear  Complaints  touching  the  Behaviour  of  the  Officers 
thereof,  or  of  the  Offenders  confined  therein,  upon  Oath, 
which  the  faid  Vifitors,  or  one  of  them,  are  and  is  hereby 
impowered  to  adminifter ;  and  upon  fuch  Complaints,  or 
otherwife,  the  faid  Vifitors  fhall  and  may  order  fuch  Punifh- 
ments  or  Rewards  as  they  are  herein-after  particularly  autho¬ 
rized 


Hzed  to  inflidt  or  confer;  and  fhall,  from  Time  to  Time* 
report  the  Behaviour  of  the  Governor,  and  other  Officers  and 
S-ervants,  and  of  the  Prifoners,  and  alfo  the  State  and  Con¬ 
dition  of  each  Houfe  of  Hard  Labour,  relpeftively,  to  the 
Juftices  of  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  to  the  Juftices  of  Oyer 
and  Terminer  and  Gaol  Delivery,  to  the  Juftices  of  Chefrer  and 
Wales ,  to  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  at  their  refpedtive  Quarter 
or  other  General  Sefiions,  or  to  the  feveral  Committees,  as  the 
Cafe  may  require  ;  and  the  faid  Vifitors  fhall  be  intitled,  if 
they  think  proper  to  demand  it,  to  receive  a  Gratuity,  (to  be 
fettled  by  the  laid  Committees,  and  approved  by  the  Juftices 
of  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,  the  Juftices  of  Oyer  and  Ter¬ 
miner  and  Gaol  Delivery,  or  the  Juftices  of  CWeJler ,  as  the 
Cafe  may  require)  for  every  Day’s  actual  Attendance  at  fuch 

refpedtive  Houles  of  Hard  Labour. 

*  .  .  •  * 

9ntl  bC  It  further  dEnaftCEU  That  the  faid  Vifitors  of  any 
fuch  Houfe  of  Hard  Labour  as  aforefaid,  in  cafe  of  arfy  Cor¬ 
ruption  or  other  grofs  Milbehiviour  of  any  Officer  or  Servant 
of  the  Houfe  of  which  they  fhall  be  Vifitors,  fhall  and  may 
fufpend  any  fuch  Officer  (except  the  Governor)  from  theExe^ 
cution  of  his  Office,  or  any  Servant  from  his  or  her  Service, 
till  the  then  next  Meeting  of  fuch  Committee  as  aforefaid. 

9nb  be  it  further  dEnaSeb,  That  the  Tafk-Mafter  belong¬ 
ing  to  every  fuch  Houfe  of  Hard  Labour,  or  his  Afliftants, 
fhall  conftantly  fuperintend  the  Work  of  the  Offenders  con¬ 
fined  therein,  and  take  an  Account  of  every  Negledt  of  Work, 
or  other  Mifbehaviour,  and  likewife  of  any  extraordinary  Di¬ 
ligence  or  good  Behaviour  of  any  of  fuch  Offenders,  and  from 
Time  to  Time  fhall  report  the  fame  to  the  Governor  of  fuch 
Houfe,  who  fhall  caufe  the  fame  to  be  entered  in  a  Book  to 
be  kept  for  that  Purpofe. 

9ntJ  bC  it  further  dEnafteb,  That  the  Governor  of  each 
of  fuch  Houfes  of  Hard  Labour  fhall  have  Power  to  hear 
all  Complaints  touching  any  of  the  following  Offences,  (that 
is  to  fay)  Difobedience  of  any  of  the  Orders  of  the  Houfe, 
Affaults  by  One  Perfon  confined  in  fuch  Houfe  upon  another, ' 
when  no  dangerous  Wound  or  Bruife  is  given.  Profane 
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Curfing  and  Swearing,  or  indecent  Behaviour,  Abfence  from 
'Chapel,  or  irreverent  Behaviour  there,  and  Idlenefs  or  Negli¬ 
gence  in  Work,  or  wilful  Mifmanagement  of  it ;  all  which 
are  declared  to  be  Offences  by  this  Adi :  And  the  faid  Go¬ 
vernor  may  examine  any  Ferfons,  touching  fuch  Offences,  upon 
Oath,  which  he  is  hereby  impowered  to  adminifter,  and  may 
determine  thereupon,  and  may  punifh  fuch  Offences,  by  order¬ 
ing  thofe  who  fhall  commit  them  to  dole  Confinement  in  the 
Cells  or  Dungeons  of  fuch  Houfe  of  Hard  Labour,  and  by 
keeping  them  upon  Bread  and  Water  only,  for  any  Term  not 
exceeding  Three  Days. 

$ntl  it  further  (JEnaftrU*  That  if  any  Offender  who 
fhall  be  committed  to  any  fuch  Houfe  of  Hard  Labour,  fhall, 
during  the  Term  for  which  he  fhall  be  fo  committed,  be 
guilty  of  any  Offence  which  the  Governor  of  fuch  Houfe  is 
not  hereby  authorized  to  punifh,  or  for  which  the  Punifhment 
which  fuch  Governor  is  hereby  authorized  to  inflidl,  fhall 
by  fuch  Governor  be  deemed  not  fufficient,  by  Reafon  of 
the  Enormity  of  the  Offence,  or  the  Repetition  thereof,  fuch 
Governor  may,  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  order  fuch  Of¬ 
fender  to  the  Cells  or  Dungeons  belonging  to  fuch  Houfe,  and 
fhall  immediately,  or  the  next  Time  the  Vifitors  of  fuch 
Houfe  fhall  come  thereto,  report  fuch  Offence  to  fuch  Vifitors, 
who  are  hereby  empowered  and  required,  in  the  Prefence  of 
fuch  Offender,  to  enquire  touching  fuch  Offence,  upon  Oath, 
which  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  adminifter,  and  to  deter¬ 
mine  concerning  the  fame ;  and  fuch  Vifitors  fhall  alfo  in  like 
Manner  enquire  of  all  Affaults  by  any  of  the  Offenders  on  each 
other,  which  fhall  not  have  been  punifhed  by  the  Governor  as 
herein-before  directed,  or  on  any  of  the  Officers  or  Servants 
belonging  to  the  faid  Houfe,  or  any  other  Perfon  or  Perfons 
who  may  happen  to  be  there  ;  and  fhall  alfo  enquire  of  any 
abfolute  Refufal  by  any  of  the  Offenders  to  perform  the 
Work  allotted  to  them,  or  any  wilful  Abufe  of  the  Materials 
to  be  employed  in  fuch  Work,  and  of  any  Attempts  of  any  of 
fuch  Offenders  to  efcape ;  all  which  A6ts  are  hereby  declared  to 
be  Offences  :  And  the  faid  Vifitors  are  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  punifh  any  fuch  Offender  who  fhall  be  guilty  of 
any  of  fuch  Offences,  by  ordering  the  Offender  to  be  modeT 
rately  whipped,  in  Proportion  to  the  Nature  of  the  Offence, 

or 
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■or  to  be  clofely  confined  in  one  of  the  Cells  or  Dungeons* 
and  kept  upon  Bread  and  Water  only,  for  any  Term  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  Ten  Days,  or  by  both  of  fuch  Puniihments  ;  and  if 
the  Offence  committed  by  any  fuch  Offenders  (hall  be  of  fuch 
a  heinous  Nature  that  the  Vifitors  fhall  deem  it  worthy  a  greater 
Punifhment  than  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  inflidt,  the 
faid  Vifitors  fhall  report  fuch  Offence,  with  the  Nature  and 
particular  Circumftances  thereof,  and  the  Name  of  the 
Offender,  to  the  Committee  for  the  Diftridt  to  which  fuch 
Houfe  of  Hard  Labour  fhall  belong,  at  their  next  Meeting  y 
and  fuch  Committee  fhall  have  Power  to  inquire  of  and  deter¬ 
mine  concerning  all  fuch  Offences  fo  reported  to  them  as  afore- 
faid,  and  fhall  order  fuch  Offenders  to  be  punifhed,  either  by 
moderate  Whipping,  by  clofe  Confinement  in  one  of  the 
Cells  or  Dungeons,  with  Bread  and  Water  only  for  Suftenance, 
for  any  Term  not  exceeding  One  Month,  or  by  removing 
fuch  Offenders,  if  ranked  in  the  Sefcond  or  Third  Clafs,  into 
a  prior  Clafs,  or  by  any  or  all  of  fuch  Puniihments ;  and, 
in  cafe  of  Removal  into  a  prior  Clafs,  the  Offender  fhall,  from 
the  Time  of  making  fuch  Order  of  Removal,  go  through 
fuch  prior  Clafs,  and  alfo  the  fubfequent  Clafs  or  Claffes,  in 
the  fame  Manner,  and  for  the  fame  Time,  as  under  his  or 
her  original  Commitment. 

3ttD  be  it  further  CnafteB,  That  if  the  Vifitors  of  any  fuch 
Houfe  of  Hard  Labour  as  aforefaid  fhall  at  any  Time  obferve, 
or  be  fatisfadtorily  informed  of,  any  extraordinary  Diligence 
or  Merit  in  any  of  the  Offenders  under  their  Infpedtion,  who 
have  been  ordered  to  Confinement  in  the  faid  Houfe  by  any 
Court  of  Quarter  or  other  General  Seflion  of  the  Peace,  and 
fhall  report  the  fame  to  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  at  a  Quar¬ 
ter  or  other  General  Seflion  of  the  Peace,  the  faid  Juftices 
fhall,  if  they  think  proper,  order  fuch  Offender,  if  ranked 
in  the  Firft  or  Second  Claffes  of  Offenders,  to  be  removed 
to  a  fubfequent  Clafs,  and  the  Time  of  the  Confinement  of 
fuch  Offender  fhall  be  computed  as  if  he  or  Ihe  had  regularly 
paffed  through  the  prior  Clafs  or  Claffes ;  and  if  the  Beha¬ 
viour  of  any  Offender,  who  hath  been  ordered  to  fuch  Con¬ 
finement  by  the  Juftices  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  or  Gaol 
Delivery,  or  by  the  Juftices  of  Chejler  or  Wales ,  at  their  re- 
fpeftive  Seffions,  or  Great  Seffipns,  or  who  hath  received 
His  Majefty’s  moft  gracious  Pardon  for  any  Capital  Offence, 

on 


on  Condition  of  Confinement  for  any  ftated  Term,  fihall 
feem  to  the  faid  Vifirors  fo  meritorious  as  to  deferve  to  be  re¬ 
warded,  the  faid  Vifitors  fliall  report  the  fame  to  the  Juftices 
of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  Gaol  Delivery,  or  the  Juftices 
of  Chefter  or  Wales ,  at  their  next  or  any  fubfequent  Seffion, 
or  Great  Seffion,  to  be  holden  for  the  County  in  which 
fuch  Offender  was  convicffed;  and  fuch  Juftices,  if  the  Of¬ 
fender  fhall  be  committed  for  a  certain  Term  of  Years, 
fliall  have  the  like  Power,  if  they  fhall  think  proper,  to 
alter  and  fhorten  the  Confinement  of  fuch  Offender,  as  is 
herein-before  given  to  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  at  their 
Quarter  or  other  General  Seffion,  with  refpedt  to  Offenders 
confined  by  Order  of  any  Seffion  of  the  Peace ;  and  if  the 
Offender  fhall  be  committed  for  Life,  fuch  Juftices  fliall, 
if  they  think  proper,  report  him  or  her  to  His  Majefty  as 
an  Objedl  of  Royal  Mercy. 

9n0  ftC  it  further  (JEnuSelb  That  after  the  Delivery  of  any 
fuch  Male  Offender  into  the  Cuftody  of  any  fuch  Superinten- 
dant  or  Superintendants  as  aforefaid,  every  fuch  Superintend 
dant  or  Superintendants  fhall,  during  the  Term  preferibed  for 
the  Imprifonment  and  Hard  Labour  of  fuch  Offender,  keep  him 
to  Hard  Labour,  either  in  railing  Sand,  Soil,  and  Gravel,  or  in 
any  other  laborious  Service  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Navigation  of 
the  'Thames,  or  of  fuch  other  navigable  Rivers,  Ports,  Har¬ 
bours,  or  Havens,  as  aforefaid  but  when  the  laid  laborious 
Service  fhall  be  for  the  Navigation  of  the  Thames,  then  at 
fuch  Places  only,  and  fubjedl  to  fuch  Limitations  and  Re- 
ftridtions,  as  the  Mafter,  Wardens,  and  Affiftants  of  the  'Tri¬ 
nity  Houfe  fhall  from  Time  to  Time  prelcribe. 

IPtOtfftJCtl  nCtiCtthClCfSh  That  fuch  Offenders  fhall,  in  no 
Cale,  be  employed  in  delivering  Tonnage  or  Ballaft  to  Ma¬ 
kers  and  Commanders  of  Ships,  but  only  in  digging,  raffing, 
and  taking  up  the  Gravel,  Sand  and  Soil  from  the  Shelves 
and  Sand-banks  of  the  faid  Rivers,  Ports,  Harbours,  or  Ha¬ 
vens,  and  in  difeharging  the  fame  upon  the  Shore,  above  the 
High-water  Mark,  except  in  fuch  Cafes  where  any  Embank¬ 
ment  or  Sea-Wall  fhall  be  directed  to  be  made  or  repaired, 
or  in  fome  other  laborious  Service  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Na¬ 
vigation  of  the  faid  Rivers,  Ports,  Harbours,  or  Havens. 
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3ntJ  bt  it  further  (En&CtCth  That  every  Offender  who 
(hall  be  ordered  to  Hard  Labour,  in  the  Cuftody  of  fuch  Su- 
perintendant  or  Superintendants  as  aforefaid,  fhall,  during  the 
Time  of  fuch  Service,  be  fed  and  fuftained  with  Bread,  and 
any  coarfe  or  inferior  Food,  and  Water,  or  Small  Beer,  and 
alfo  cloathed  at  the  Difcretion  and  under  the  Direction  of 
fuch  Superintendant  or  Superintendants ;  and  fuch  Offender 
fhall  not,  during  the  Term  of  fuch  Service,  be  permitted  to 
have  any  other  Food,  Drink,  or  Cloathing,  than  fuch  as  (hall 
be  fo  directed ;  and  if  any  Perfon  fhall  fupply  any  fuch  Of¬ 
fender,  at  any  Time  during  the  Term  of  his  laid  Service,  with 
any  Drink,  Food,  or  Cloathing,  other  than  fuch  as  fhall  be  fo 
directed,  he  or  (he  fo  fupplying  fhall,  for  every  fuch  Offence,  for¬ 
feit  a  Sum  not  exceeding  Ten  Pounds,  nor  under  Forty  Shillings. 

•  i  /•  .  .  —  «►  » 

Hitt)  bt  it  futtfjct  GEnaftCB,  That  if  any  Offender,  who 
fhall  be  fo  delivered  to  fuch  Superintendant  or  Superintendants, 
to  be  kept  to  Hard  Labour,  (hall,  during  the  Term  of  fuch 
Service,  refufe  to  perform  any  Labour  authorifed  by  this  Ad, 
or  fhall  be  guilty  of  any  other  Mifbehaviour  or  diforderly 
Condud,  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  the  Superintendant  or  Super¬ 
intendants  having  the  Cuftody  of  any  fuch  Offender,  to 
order  fuch  Whipping,  or  other  moderate  Punifhment,  to  be 
inflided  upon  him,  as  may  be  inflided  by  Law  on  Perfons 
committed  to  a  Houfe  of  Corredion  for  Hard  Labour. 

9uD  b'Z  it  ftittfjet  Cn&ftCS,  That  every  Offender  who  fhall 
be  delivered  to  fuch  Superintendant  or  Superintendants,  to  be 
kept  to  Hard  Labour  in  Manner  aforefaid,  fhall,  at  the  End 
of  the  Term  of  fuch  Service,  and  upon  being  reftored  to  his 
Liberty,  receive  from  the  Superintendant  or  Superintendants, 
under  whom  he  fhall  have  fo  ferved,  fuch  Sum  of  Money, 
not  being  lefs  than  Forty  Shillings,  nor  more  than  Five 
Pounds,  together  with  fuch  decent  Cloathing  as  the  Court, 
into  which  fuch  Returns  fhall  be  made  as  herein- after  men¬ 
tioned,  fhall  appoint :  And  if  any  fuch  Offender,  whilft  con¬ 
fined  to  Hard  Labour  in  Manner  aforefaid,  fhall,  by  his  In- 
duftry  and  other  good  Behaviour,  fhew  fuch  Signs  of  Refor¬ 
mation,  as  fhall  induce  the  faid  Court  to  recommend  him  as 
an  Object  of  His  Majefty’s  Mercy,  and  it  fhall  be  thereupon 
fignified,  by  a  Letter  from  One  of  His  Majefty’s  Principal 

K  Secretaries 


Secretaries  of  State,  to  the  Superintendant  or  Superintendants 
as  aforefaid,  that  His  Majefty  thinks  fit,  in  Confideration  of 
fuch  good  Behaviour,  to  ihorten  the  Duration  of  fuch  Offen¬ 
der’s  Term,  fuch  Offender  fliail  be  accordingly  fiet  at  Liberty 
at  the  Time  mentioned  in  fuch  Letter;  and  fliail  receive  a 
Sum  of  Money  from  his  Superintendant  or  Superintendants, 
together  with  Cloathing,  in  the  fame  Manner  as  if  he  had 
ferved  the  Whole  of  the  Term  for  which  he  was  adjudged 
to  ferve.  ■  ■//  4. 

STtB  fi£  it  fllitfiet  (£h&S:£B,  That  in  Cafe  any  of  the  faid 
Offenders  fhall  happen  to  die.  in  the  Cuftody  of  fuch  Super¬ 
intendant  or  Superintendants  as  aforefaid,  they  fliail  be  bu¬ 
ried  in  the  moft  commodious  Parts  of  the  Shores  of  the  feve- 
ral  Rivers,  Ports,  Harbours,  and  Havens,  in  or  near  which 
they  fhall  have  been  ,  refpedtively  employed,  according  to 
the  Form  for  Burial  prefcribed  by  the  Liturgy  of  the 
Church  of  England ;  and  the  neceffary  Charges  of  fuch  Fu¬ 
nerals,  and  alfo  of  the  Coroners  who  fhall  fit  on  the  Bodies 
of  the  Offenders  fo  dying  in  fuch  Cuftody,  together  with  the 
neceffary  Expences  of  providing  fuch  Chaplains,  Surgeons  and 
Apothecaries,  as  the  faid  Superintendant  or  Superintendants 
fhall  find  it  expedient,  or  fhall  be  required,  from  'Lime  to  Time, 
to  employ  in  attending  the  Offenders  in  his  or  their  Cuftody  or 
Cuftodies,  and  all  other  neceffary  Expenditures  in  carrying  fo 
much  of  this  Adi  into  Execution,  as  is  committed  to  the  Care  of 
fuch  Superintendant  or  Superintendants,  fhall  be  annually  laid 
before  the  Floufe  of  Commons,  and,  after  dedudling  thereout 
the  net  Profits  (if  any)  arifing  from  the  Labour  of  fuch  Of¬ 
fenders,  fliail  be  provided  for  in  the  next  Supplies  to  be 
granted  to  His  Majefty  by  Parliament. 

IptOtUBED  altoapS,  That  fuch  Chaplains,  fo  to  be  employed 
as  aforefaid,  fhall  read  Morning  and  Evening  Prayer,  and 
preach  a  Sermon  after  each,  in  every  fuch  Place  of  Confine¬ 
ment,  on  every  Cbrijlmas  Day ,  Good  Friday ,.  and  Sunday, 
throughout  the  Year. 

fie  it  farther  OEna&eB  bp  tfie  Sutfiontp  aforefaiB, 

That  the  Governors  and  Superintendants  of  the  feveral  Places 
of  Confinement  to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  Adi,  fhall 
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keep  a  regular  Book  or  Books  for  the  Purpofes  herein-- after 
mentioned,  and  from  thence,  from  Time  to  Time,  {hall 
make  true  and  juft  Returns,  fpecifying  the  Names  of  all  and 
every  the  Perfon  or  Perfons  who  fhall  be  committed  to  their 
Cuftody,  the  Offences  of  which  they  fhall  have  been  guilty, 
the  Court  before  which  each  Perfon  was  convidted,  the  Sen- 
tence  of  the  Court,  the  Age,  bodily  State,  and  Behaviour  of 
every  fuch  Convidt  while  in  Cuftody  ;  and  alfo  the  Names  of 
all  and  every  the  Perfon  or  Perfons  who  fhall  have  died  under 
fuch  Cuftody,  or  fhall  have  efcaped  from  fuch  Place  of  Con¬ 
finement,  or  ftiall  have  been  releafed  from  thence  by  Order 
from  One  of  His  Majefty’s  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  of 
other  wife  ;  fuch  Returns  from  the  Governor  or  Governors  of 
fuch  Houfes  of  Hard  Labour  as  fhall  be  fituate  in  the  City  of 
London  and  County  of  Middiefex ,  and  from  the  Superintendant 
or  Superintendants  of  the  Convidts  to  be  employed  in  la¬ 
borious  Service  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Navigation  of  the 
LdhameSy  to  be  made  the  Firft  Day  of  every  Term,  to  His 
Majefty’s  Court  01  King’s  Bench  at  Weftminjisr ;  and  from  the 
Governors  or  Superintendants  of  the  other  Places  of  Confine¬ 
ment  to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  Adt,  to  the  Juftices 
of  Aflife,  Oyer  and  Terminer,  and  Gaol  Delivery  at  each 
Afiife,  to  the  Juftices  of  Cbejier  and  Wales  at  each  Great  Sef- 
fion,  and  to  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  at  every  General  Seftion 
of  the  Peace,  to  be  holden  next  after  E after  and  Michaelmas 
yearly,  for  every  County,  Riding,  and  Divifion  within  the  Dif- 
tridt  to  which  luch  Place  of  Confinement  fhall  belong  ;  and 
that  every  fuch  Return  fhall  be  verified  on  the  Oath  of  the 
Perfon  making  the  fame  ;  fuch  Oath  to  be  adminiftred  by 
the  Court  in  which  fuch  Return  (hall  be  delivered. 

1  be  it  further  (JEnafteSU  That  if  any  Perfon  who  fhall 
be  ordered  to  Hard  Labour  under  this  Adt,  or  any  Part  of  it, 
ftiall  at  any  Time,  during  the  Term  for  which  he  or  flie  fhall 
be  fo  ordered  to  Hard  Labour,  break  Prifon  or  efcape  from 
the  Place  of  his  or  her  Confinement,  or  in  his  or  her  Convey¬ 
ance  to  fuch  Place  of  Confinement,  or  from  the  Perfon  or 
Perfons  having  the  lawful  Cuftody  of  fuch  Offender,  he  or 
fhe  fo  breaking  Prifon  or  efcaping  fhall,  in  cafe  of  having 
been  fo  ordered  to  Hard  Labour  inftead  of  being  capitally  pu~ 
nifhed,  be  deemed  guilty  of  Felony  without  Benefit  of  Clergy; 

and 
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and  in  Cafe  of  having  been  ordered  to  Hard  Labour  inftead  of 
Tranfportation,  fhall,  on  Convidion  for  fuch  Efcape,  be  pu¬ 
nched  by  an  Addition  of  Three  Years  to  the  Term  for  which 
he  or  fhe,  at  the  Time  of  his  or  her  Efcape,  was  fubjed  to 
be  confined  ;  and  on  Convidion  for  a  fecond  Efcape  (hall  be 
adjudged  guilty  of  Felony  without  Benefit  of  Clergy. 

\ . 

9n5  bz  it  (ZEnaftetJ,  That  if  any  Perfon  fhall  refcue 

any  Offender,  who  by  Force  of  this  Ad,  or  any  Part  of  it, 
fhall  be  ordered  to  Hard  Labour,  in  any  Place  of  Confine¬ 
ment  appointed  by  Virtue  of  this  Ad,  either  in  his  or  her 
Conveyance  to  the  Place  appointed  for  fuch  Hard  Labour,  or 
whilft  fuch  Offender  under  this  Ad  fhall  be  in  the  Cuftody 
of  the  Perfon  or  Perfons  appointed  for  that  Purpofe ;  or  if 
any  Perfon  fhall  be  aiding  or  affifting  in  any  fuch  Refcue  ; 
every  fuch  Perfon  fhall  be  liable  to  the  fame  Punifhment  as 
is  now  inflided  by  Law,  upon  Refcue  of  a  Felon,  from  the 
Cuftody  of  the  Sheriff  or  Gaoler,  after  Judgment  :  And  if 
any  Perfon  having  the  Cuftody  of  any  fuch  Offender  as  afore- 
faid,  or  being  employed  by  the  Perfon  having  fuch  Cuftody, 
as  a  Keeper,  Underkeeper,  Turnkey,  Alfiftant,  or  Guard, 
fhall  voluntarily  permit  fuch  Offender  to  efcape ;  or  if  any 
Perfon  whatfoever  fhall,  by  fupplying  Arms  or  Inftruments 
of  Difguife,  or  otherwife,  be  in  any  Manner  aiding  and  af¬ 
fifting  to  any  fuch  Offender,  in  any  Efcape,  or  in  any  At¬ 
tempt  to  make  an  Efcape,  though  no  Efcape  be  adually  made, 
every  fuch  Perfon  fo  permitting,  aiding,  or  affifting,  fliall 
be  guilty  of  Felony.  And  if  any  Perfon  having  fuch  Cuf¬ 
tody,  or  being  io  employed  by  the  Perfon  having  fuch  Cuf¬ 
tody  as  aforefaid,  fhall  negligently  permit  any  fuch  Offender 
to  efcape,  fuch  Perfon  fo  permitting  fhall  be  guilty  of  a 
Mifdemeanor,  and,  being  lawfully  convided  of  the  fame, 
fhall  be  liable  to  a  Fine  not  exceeding  Ten  Pounds,  or  to 
Imprifonment  not  exceeding  Six  Months,  or  to  both,  at  the 
Difcretion  of  the  Court. 

3n5>  to  the  Intent  that  Profecutions  for  Efcapes,  Breach 
of  Prilon,  rind  Refcues,  may  be  carried  on  with  as  little 
Trouble  and  Expence  as  is  poflible,  113 £  it  fUttf)£C  3£n&Ct0tJ> 
That  any  Offender  efcaping,  breaking  Prifon,  or  being  ref- 
cued  in  Manner  aforefaid,  may  and  fhall  be  tried  before  the 
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Juftices  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  or  Gaol  Delivery,  for  the 
County  where  he  or  fhe  fhall  be  apprehended  and  retaken ; 
and  in  cafe  of  any  Profecution  for  any  fuch  Efcape,  At¬ 
tempt  to  efcape.  Breach  of  Prifon,  or  Refcue,  either  againft 
the  Offender  efcaping,  or  attempting  to  efcape,  or  having 
broke  Prifon,  or  been  refcued,  or  againft  any  other  Perfon 
or  Perfons  concerned  therein*  or  aiding,  abetting,  or  affifting 
the  fame,  the  Certificate  herein-before  directed  to  be  given 
to  the  Sheriff  or  Gaoler,  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Affize,  Clerk 
of  the  Peace,  or  other  Clerk,  for  the  Time  being,  of  the 
Court  in  which  fuch  Offender  fhall  be  convicted,  and  by  fuch 
Sheriff  or  Gaoler  to  be  delivered,  together  with  the  Offen¬ 
der,  to  fuch  Governor  or  Superintendant  as  aforefaid,  (hall 
(after  Proof  made,  that  the  Perfon  then  in  Queftion  before 
the  Court  is  the  fame  that  was  delivered  with  fuch  Certi¬ 
ficate)  be  fufficient  Evidence  to  the  Court  and  Jury,  not  only 
of  the  Nature  and  FaCt  of  the  Conviction  itfelf,  and  the 
Species  of  Confinement  to  which  fuch  Perfon  was  ordered, 
but  alfo  that  the  Perfon  then  in  Queftion  is  the  fame  that 
was  fo  convicted  and  ordered  to  fuch  Confinement. 

SlnU  bC  It  further  dEnUfteB,  That  any  pecuniary  Penalties 
created  by  this  ACt,  for  the  Recovery  of  which.no  Mode  is 
herein-before  preferibed,  fhall  be  recoverable  before  Two  or 
more  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  in  the  Couhty,  Riding,  Divifion, 
City,  Liberty,  Borough,  Town,  or  Place,  in  which  the 
Offence  fhall  be  committed,  on  Proof  of  the  Offence,  by 
the  Oath  or  Oaths  of  One  or  more  credible  Witnefs  or  Wit- 
neffes,  or  on  Confeffion  of  the  Offender,  and  fhall  belong  to 
the  Informer  or  Informers  profecuting  for  the  fame  ;  and  in 
cafe  of  Nonpayment,  fhall  be  levied  by  Diftrefs  and  Sale  of 
the  Offender's  Goods  and  Chattels,  by  Warrant  under  the 
Hands  and  Seals  of  fuch  Juftices  ;  and  the  Overplus  of  the 
Money  raifed,  after  deducting  the  Penalty,  and  the  Expences 
of  the  Diftrefs  and  Sale,  fhall  be  rendered  to  the  Owner  * 
and  for  Want  of  fufficient  Diftrefs,  the  Offender  fhall  be 
fent  by  fuch  Juftices  to  the  Prifon  of  fuch  County,  Riding, 
Divifion,  City,  Borough,  Town,  or  Place,  for  fuch  Term, 
not  exceeding  Six  Months,  nor  lefs  than  One  Month,  as  fuch 
Juftices  fhall  think  moft  proper. 

* 
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3nD  the  Courts  of  A  (life,  Nifi  Prius,  Oyer  and 

Terminer,  and  Gaol  Delivery,  for  feveral  Counties  at  large 
in  this  Kingdom,  are  often  held  in  or  near  Cities  or  Towns 
that  are  Counties  of  themfelves,  and  at  the  fame  Time  with 
the  like  Courts  for  the  faid  Cities  or  Towns,  and  Inconveni- 
encies  frequently  arife  in  tranfatling  the  Bufinefs  of  the  feve¬ 
ral  Courts,  for  that  the  Lodgings  of  the  Judges  are  fituate 
either  only  in  the  County  at  large,  or  only  in  the  County  of 
fuch  City  or  Town;  IBt  it  thCtCfOtC  fUtthCt  <$tta&Cth  That 
whenever  the  Courts  of  Affife,  Niji  Prius ,  Oyer  and  Termi¬ 
ner,  or  Gaol  Delivery,  for  any  County  at  large,  in  that  Part 
of  Great  Britain  called  England ,  fhall  be  held  in  or  near  any 
City  or  Town  that  is  alfo  a  County  of  itfelf,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  with  the  like  or  any  of  the  like  Courts  for  the  faid  City 
or  Town,  the  Lodgings  of  the  Judge  or  Judges  (hall  be  con- 
ftrued  and  taken  to  be  fituate,  both  within  the  County  at  large, 
and  alfo  within  the  County  of  fuch  City  or  Town,  for  the  Pur- 
pofe  of  carrying  this  Adi  into  Execution,  and  of  tranfadling  the 
Bufinefs  of  the  Affifes  for  fuch  County  at  large,  and  for  the 
County  of  fuch  City  or  Town,  during  the  Time  that  fuch 
Judge  or  Judges  fhall  continue  therein  for  the  Execution  of 
their  feveral  Commiffions. 

9ntl  6c  it  further  CnaSeth  That  if  any  Suit  or  Adlion 
fhall  be  profecuted  againft  any  Perfon  or  Perfons  for  any 
Thing  done  in  purfuance  of  this  Adi,  fuch  Perfon  or  Perfons 
may  plead  the  General  Iflue,  and  give  this  Adi,  or  the  Special 
Matter,  in  Evidence  at  any  Trial  to  be  had  thereupon;  and 
that  the  fame  was  done  by  the  Authority  of  this  Adi ;  and 
if  a  Verdidl  (hall  pafs  for  the  Defendant  or  Defendants,  or  the 
Plaintiff  or  Plaintiffs  fhall  become  nonfuit,  or  difeontinue  his, 
her,  or  their  Adlion  or  A.dlions  after  Iffue  joined ;  or  if  on 
Demurrer,  or  otherwife,  Judgment  fhall  be  given  againft 
the  Plaintiff  or  Plaintiffs,  the  Defendant  or  Defendants  fhall 
recover  Treble  Coifs,  and  have  the  like  Remedy  for  the  fame 
as  any  Defendants  have  by  Law  in  other  Cafes  ;  and  though 
a  Verdidl  (hall  be  given  to  any  Plaintiff  in  any  fuch  Adlion 
or  Suit  as  aforefaid,  fuch  Plaintiff  fhall  not  have  Cofts  againft 
the  Defendant,  unlefs  the  Judge,  before  whom  the  Trial 

fhall  be,  fhall  certify  his  Approbation  of  the  Verdidl. 

*  / 
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*  ✓ 


3nD  fiC  it  futtber  CMftCSU  That  all  Adtions,  Suits,  and 
Profecutions*  to  be  commenced  againft  any  Perfon  or  Per¬ 
rons  for  any  Thing  done  in  purfuance  of  this  Act,  fhall  be 
laid  and  tried  in  the  County,  or  Place,  where  the  Fadt  was 
committed,  and  fhall  be  commenced  within  Six  Months 
after  the  Fadt  committed,  and  not  otherwife. 

t)0  it  futt&er  (2£n&ft£t),  That  an  Adt  made  and  paffed 
in  the  Sixteenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  His  prefent  Majefty, 
intitled,  “  An  Aft  to  authorize  for  a  Ihnited  Lime  the  Punijh<~ 
“  menty  by  Hard  Labour ,  of  Offender s9  who ,  for  certain 
*c  Crimes ,  are  or  ffall  become  liable  to  be  tranf ported  to  any  of 
“  His  Majejlys  Colonies  and  Plantations f  Ihall,  from  and 
immediately  after  the  Paffing  of  this  Adt,  be,  and  the  fame 
is  hereby  repealed,  except  with  regard  to  fuch  Offenders, 
whole  refpedtive  Terms  of  Confinement,  under  and  by  virtue 
of  the  faid  Adt,  are  fubfifting  and  unexpired  at  the  Paffing 
of  this  Adt :  And  that  with  regard  to  fuch  Offenders,  the 
faid  Adt  fhall  continue  and  remain  in  Force  'till  the  End  or 
other  Determination  of  their  faid  refpedtive  Terms,  the  Time 
limited  for  the  Expiration  of  the  faid  Adt,  or  any  other 
Matter  or  Thing  to  the  contrary  notwithflanding. 


/ 


*  ■ 
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APPENDIX, 

BEING 

Account  of  the  Number  of  Convicts  ordered  for  Trans¬ 
portation,  from  i  November ,  1769,  to  1  November ,  1776} 
extracted  from  the  Lifts  tranfmitted  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  diftinguifhing 

,  «  .*  e 

I.  The  Number  of  Convidts  in  that  Period,  fent  from  the  Old- 
Bailey  in  London  and  Middlefex ;  the  Affifes  in  each  County  of 
England ,  where  any  are  held ;  and  the  Great  Seffiorts  in  Ghejler 
and  Wales. 


2.  The  like  from  the  Quarter  SeffionSi 

3.  Totals  of  both. 

I  *  ♦  »  »•  c  .  • 

4.  The  Annual  Average  during  that  Period,  beihg  really  only  Six 
Years  and  an  Half ;  the  Practice  of  Tranfportation  having  in 
great  Meafure  ceafed  before  i  May ,  1776. 

5.  Yearly  Total  of  fuch  Offenders,  as  may  probably  be  fent  to  the 
Houfes  of  Hard  Labour  in  each  Diflridt ;  upon  the  Idea  of  uniting 
the  feveral  Counties  in  the  Manner  propofed. 

6.  Accumulation  of  T*hree  Years  in  the  feveral  Diftridls ;  which  is 

fuppofed  to  be  the  medium  Duration  of  Confinement,  allowing 
for  Deaths  and  Pardons.  This  therefore  exhibits  the  Number, 
for  which  Provifion  muft  be  made  in  each  DiftridL - But  nei¬ 

ther  in  this,  nor  in  the  preceding  Calculation,  is  there  any  Al¬ 
lowance  made  for  fuch  Criminals,  as  may  ftill  be  employed  in 
Hard  Labour  upon  Navigable  Rivers,  &c :  Becaufe  thefe  Cri¬ 
minals  are  fet  off  againft  fuch  Petty  Offenders,  as  have  hitherto 
been  punifhed  by  Whipping,  Branding,  and  Confinement  in  the 
Houfe  of  Correction  or  County  Gaol ;  many  of  whom  will  pro¬ 
bably  (under  the  new  Plan)  be  imprifoned  for  a  fhort  Time  in 
the  Houfes  of  Hard  Labour,  and  will  increafe  the  Number  of 
thofe  Prifoners  in  at  leaft  as  great  a  Proportion,  as  thofe  ordered 
to  work  on  the  Rivers,  &c.  will  diminilh  it* 


APPENDIX. 


N° 

L 


II. 


III. 


IV. 


V. 


VI. 


o 


VII. 


Home  Circuit . 
f  Eflex  —  — 

<  Hertfordfhire  — 

C  St.  Alban’s  — - 

{Kent  —  — 

.  D-over  — 

Canterbury  —  •?- 

Suflex*  — -  — 

Chichefter  — 

j  Surrey  —  — 

\  Southwark  — 


Midland  Circuit. 
Derbyfhire  —  — 

Derby  —  — 

Lincolnfhire  — 

Parts  of  Holland  — 
Parts  of  Kefteven  — 
Parts  of  Lindfey  — 
Lincoln  —  — — 

Nottingharftfhire  — 

Nottingham  — * 

D 

wRutlandfhire  - —  — 

SLeicefterfhire  —  — 

Leicefter  —  — -  — 

Northamptonfhire  —  — 

Warwickfhire  —  — 

Coventry  —  —■*  — — 


Norfolk  Circuit . 

{Bedfordfhire  —  ~ 

Buckinghamfhire  — 
Cambridgefhire  — *  -r— 
Ely  .  _  _ 

Huntingdonfhire  —  — 

Norfolk  —  —  — 

King’s  Lynn  — 
Yarmouth  —  — 

•{  Norwich  *  —  —  . — 

Suffolk  —  —  — 

Bury  — -  — 

Ipfwich  —  — » 


Goal  Deliveries 
and 

Great  Seflions. 


VIII.  < 


Northern  Circuit . 
r  Cumberland  —  — 

Durham  —  — •  — 

Northumberland  — .  - 

Berwick  —  — 


IX. 


X. 


Newcaftle  on  Tyne  — 
1  Weftmorland  —  — 

j_  Kirkby  in  Kendal 

{Lancafhire  —  — 

Liverpool  —  — 

Prefton  - —  — 

Wigan  —  — 

Yorkfhire  —  —  — 

Eaft  Riding  —  - 
North  Riding  — 

Weft  Riding  — 
Doncafter  —  — 

Leeds  —  — 

PontefradI  —  — 

Richmond  —  — 

Rippon  - —  — 

Y  ork  —  —  — 

j^Kingfton  on  Hull  ■ 


106 

49 


116 


34 


167 


27 


50 


Quarter 

Seiiiont. 


5  1 
18  \ 


45 

3 


n 


»3 

18 


} 


11 


4 

19 

-  7 
8 

25 

9 

28 

112 

28 


40 

44 

23 

8 

17 

70 


12 

72 


j  / 


11 


44 


124 


1 

10 


} 


if 

J3) 


4 

5 
5 


10 


23 


48 

6 


101 


22 


11 


20 

7 


3 

*3 

2 


10 

2 


25 


20 

*3 

11 


17 

1 


122 


7i 


5 

8 


Total  of 
both. 


Il6 

72 

164 

6 

38 


268 


1 


49 


61 


Yearly 

Average. 


4 

39 

14 

-  8 

1 

25 

12 

4i 

114 

28 


40 

54 

25 

8 

17 


95 


12 


86 


31 

36 


29 

27 

4 


166 


*95 


17 


- 1 


18 

12 

26 

1 

6 


42 


8 


10 


1 

6 

3 

2 

4 

2 


Yearly 
Total  in 
each 
Diftria. 


3° 


>  :  33 


42 


A 


>  3° 


7 

18 


*  ■  :  i  t 


,9 

4 

2 

3 


15 

2 


14 


5 

6 


5 

5 

1 


26 


3° 


— 1 


36 


25 


>  31 


22 


26 


>  35 


Accumu¬ 

lation. 


9° 


99 


126 


90 


108 


75 


93 


66 


78 


105 


E  N  D  I  X. 


N* 


XI. 


XII. 


XIIL 


Brought  over 

Oxford  Circuit, 
r  Berkfhire  —  — 

Reading  — 
Oxfordfhire  —  — 

Banbury  —  —  - 

Oxford  —  — 

SGlocefterlhire  —  — 

Glocefter  —  — •  — 

Herefordlhire  —  — 

Monmouthfhire  —  —  - 

Salop  —  —  — 

Shrewfbury  —  —  - 

Staffordfhire  —  — 

Lichfield  —  —  — 

Worcefterthire  —  — 

Worcefter  —  —  —  - 


Gaol  Deliveries 
and 

Great  SeUions. 


XIV. 


XV. 


Wejlern  Circuit. 

{Cornwall  —  —  — *  — 

Devonshire  — •  —  — 

Plymouth  — •  —  — 

Exeter  —  —  —  ■ — 

Dorfctfhire  —  —  — 

Poole  — 

Hampfnire  —  —  —  — 

Southampton  —  — -  — 

Wiltfhire  —  —  —  — 

Salifbury  —  —  • — 

VT7.T  f  Somerfetfhire  • —  '  —  — * 

XVA*  |  Briftol  —  —  —  — 

XVII.  City  of  London  —  —  — 

YVTTT  5  Middlefex  —  —  — 

XV  III.  |  Weftminfter  —  — 

Chejhire  and  Wales. 
Chefhire  —  —  —  — 

Chefter  —  —  —  — 

Anglefey  —  —  —  — 

Brecknockfhire  — -  —  — 

Cardiganfhire  —  —  — - 

Carmarthenfhire  —  — 

Carmarthen  —  —  — 

_  .  Carnarvonlhire  —  — 

XIX.  \  p)enbighlhire  —  — 

Flintfhire  —  —  —  — 

Glamorganlhire  —  — *  — 

Merionethfhire  —  —  — 

Montgomeryfhire  —  — 

Pembrokefhire  ■ —  —  — 

Haverford-Weft  —  —  — 

Radnorfhire  •—  —  — 


Totals 


16 

i 

14 

3 

8 


1 

12 

5 

5 

5 


1321 


57 


53 


IJ9 

7 

49 

44 

82 


85 


Quarter 

Scliions. 


*?» 


589 


22 


3 
2 

4 


{ 


12 

5 


i 


59 

15 


53 

104 


J9 

7 

2 

*7 
1 1 

3 


1 

.53 

1 

113 

1 

60 


120 

36 

699 

J365 


74 


297 

7* 


26 

3 


1 


25 

36 

4 
11 

3 

5 
5 

29 

40 

73 


Kl» 


3 

2 


1 

5 

5 


3° 


457 1 


1493 


Total  of 

Yearly 

Yearly 

Total  in 

Accumu- 

both. 

Average. 

each 

lation. 

<• 

Dirtrift. 

I9IO 

310 

310 

93° 

79 

62 

n 

f  23 

69 

10 

i 

138 

22 

1 

14 

49 

3 

8 

1  41 

123 

46 

8 

3 

99 

16 

1 

96 

3 

15 

1 

1 45 

135 

59 

10 

15 

3 

J 

OO 

12 

1 

I4O 

22 

[ 35 

105 

5 

1 

j 

64 

10 

1 

4 

1 

/ 

118 

6 

19 

1 

45 

J35 

89 

H 

] 

160 

109 

25 

J7 

}  42 

126 

699 

M 

O 

^4 

107 

321 

VO 

OO 

296 

296 

888 

l9 

14 

3 

J4 

3 

8 

3 

5 

6 

12 

5 

5 

5 

1 

2 

— 104 

l6 

16 

48 

6064 

96O 

96°  j 

2880 

